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One of the most attractive and
interesting features of Tower Grove
Park is the remarkable series of

historic entrance structures that welcome
visitors.  The four major entrances from
Grand, Arsenal, Kingshighway, and

Magnolia all began as carriage entrances in the 1870’s and
80’s, and still retain that flavor, adapted now of course to
vehicle entry.

Additionally, there are various smaller entrances that
welcome pedestrian visitors, several of which also date
from the 19th century.  One of the most appealing of
these is the stone entrance on Arsenal Street across from
Spring Avenue.

This hand crafted structure includes native limestone as well as decorative cast iron railings.  There is an inscription of
“1870” over the arch, which is a handy reminder of its date of construction.  Its design is in the style known as “gothic” due
to its pointed arch reminiscent of medieval churches and buildings.  This same style was also often used at that time in
designing structures around cemeteries, such as at Bellefontaine here in St. Louis.  We presume that this is the reason Park
workers soon began the tradition of referring to this as the “Cemetery Gate”, a tradition which continues to the present.

BY

JOHN A.
KAREL

TOWER GROVE PARK,
DIRECTOR

continued on page 3

South Pedestrian Entrance - Cemetery Gate “Rehab”
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Early image of the “Cemetery Gate”

After a year’s hiatus so we could
celebrate our neighborhood
organization’s 25th anniversary,

we will once again have another fun-
filled Autumn Fest in the Heights.
Take advantage of this opportunity to
savor great food, sample an assortment
of wines, socialize with neighbors, and
perhaps take a ride down Spring
Avenue in a horse-drawn carriage.  We

can always use a little help before, during and after the event for errands, set-up and
cleanup.  If you have a few hours, please call or e-mail Marilyn Browning, this year’s
event coordinator at 314-683-6893 or at mbrowning3831@charter.net

AUTUMN FEST in the 
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TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

MEETINGS
are held at the

First Church of Divine Science
3617 Wyoming
at 7:15 pm on the 

4th Tuesday of every month
(except December)

JULY 23RD 2013
AUGUST 27TH 2013

SEPTEMBER 24TH 2013
OCTOBER 22ND 2013

Everyone is Welcome to Attend!

2 Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Association

11:00am - 9:30pm  Sunday, Tuesday - Thursday
11:00am - 10:30pm  Friday - Saturday
Happy Hour: Tues - Sat, 4:30 - 6:30pm

(314) 773.5000
3221 S. Grand

St. Louis



This spring (on St. Patrick’s Day
evening!), a large SUV left Arsenal and
ran into this structure, and did
significant damage.  After a somewhat
complex round of interactions with
various insurance companies, the Park
has been able to contract with a local
company, B&K Tuckpointing, to do
comprehensive repairs.

This work is now in progress, and we
hope that visitors enjoy observing the
detailed workmanship involved in
restoring such a structure.  Our goal is
to restore the Cemetery Gate as it was,
except that the interior of the walls will
be reinforced with steel rods, to better
withstand the hazards of 21st century
traffic, which is far more dangerous
than the horse drawn carriages which
patrolled Arsenal in the 1870’s!

Korzendorfer-Bick
Picture & Frame Company

~ St. Louis’ Oldest Frame Shop ~
ESTABLISHED 1898

Quality • Affordability
1910 Olive Street (314) 231-0899
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South Pedestrian Entrance
Cemetery Gate “Rehab”
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E O N E

Post-accident image - Spring, 2013

Work in progress - June, 2013
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DCN DEVELOPMENT, LLC
Home Repairs the Easy Way

• Call us for those honey do’s that don’t get done
• Handyman services at competitive rates
• Over 20 yrs experience remodeling in South City

Whether you need a complete remodeling job
or just to get a grip with some grab bars… 
small things can have a big impact on how you
enjoy your home.

Call today for your free consultation!
DAN NOECKER

OFFICE: 314-773-2399
3165 Portis Avenue  •  St. Louis, MO 63116

Lucas Optometry, Inc

TODD N. LUCAS, O.D.
Eye Examinations

Contact Lenses
Eye Glasses

3165 South Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63118

Participatory Provider for
Blue Choice Group Health Plan and Many Other 

Vision & Eye Health Plans

Office Hours By Appointment (314) 772-3737



Be sure to

visit this issue’s

Featured

Advertiser
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Bali Cargo Company is a shop is filled with one-of-a-
kind hand-made pieces of furniture, gifts, and jewelry
from the islands of Indonesia. All are displayed in a way
that makes you feel as though you have just stepped
onto the island of Bali. 

The store was years in the planning for owners Mike
Nitzsche and Chris Thompson.  Their friend Kim
began the first Bali Cargo Company in Jacksonville,
Florida, after she and her friends fell in love with
Indonesia, its people, and the wonderful hand–made
items from local artisans and craftsmen.  Chris and
Mike in turn fell in love with the concept and were
determined to start another store in Saint Louis.  As
former general contractors with a passion for design,
they felt that a store with unique furniture and gifts
suited them perfectly. They chose South Grand for the

FEATURED ADVERTISER
BALI CARGO COMPANY OF SAINT LOUIS

BY MARIYLN BROWNING

store’s location because it’s surrounded by ethnic
restaurants and coffee shops, which they also felt was a
perfect fit.  The store opened in May of 2012, and Mike
and Chris haven’t looked back since.

Everything in Indonesia is made in a cottage-style
industry.  The Balinese live in extended families, so
parents, grandparents, siblings and cousins all have a
hand in running the business.  The Bali Cargo
Company buyers go to their homes twice a year and
spend time with the families while putting in their order
or designing a new product.  Many of the more cutting
edge pieces are designed by Europeans living in Bali and
crafted by the Balinese.  The buyers also seek out
products made using recycled and reclaimed materials.
Their furniture is made from the reclaimed wood of
trees that no longer bear fruit, old fishing boats, and
retired farm equipment.  The stains used on the items
are eco-friendly.  

In addition to selling wonderful gifts and furniture,
Mike and Chris offer design services in their store, and
future plans may include upholstering services as well.

Stop in to browse, relax, and say hello to Chris, Mike,
and their friendly little dog Taz.  They just received a
shipment of all new items in June, so now would be a
great time to check them out.  If you’re interested in
beautiful, one-of-kind, and environmentally-friendly
pieces for your home or as gifts, Bali Cargo Company is
a place where you can definitely linger and enjoy them.

Bali Cargo Company, 3203 South Grand, Saint Louis, MO

“Why hurry over beautiful things?  Why not linger and enjoy them?” - Clara Schumann
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Nels C. Moss, Jr.
Attorney at Law

Divorce  •  Criminal  •  Wills & Trusts

The Moss Law Firm PC
7711 Bonhomme, Ste. 850
Clayton, MO. 63105-1908

314-721-LAWS (5297)
fax: 314-206-4749 pgr: 314-903-8760
nelsmossjr@sbcglobal.net
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continued on page 8

Let’s talk about something we can’t seem to live without – central
air. You may not know much about your air conditioning 
system but you can do a lot to keep it running. 

Central air (C/A) units are perfectly
happy purring away in hot weather but
they need to breathe.  Lack of air flow is
their leading cause of death.

To prevent that, start by checking the
outside unit for obstruction.  This large
outside metal contraption houses the
compressor and cooling fan to dissipate
heat removed from your living space.  If
the fan is running, put your hand over it
to feel the air flow and keep this
amount in mind for a later comparison.
The outside unit has cooling fins that
can easily become covered with vines,
leaves or lint build-up.  If the aluminum
cooling fins are exposed, use a stiff
brush to clean off dirt and fuzz.  If the
fins are shrouded in a louvered cover,
remove the dirt with a hose AFTER
killing the power to the outside unit.
Do this at your main service panel by
locating and killing the double C/A
breaker (if you’re not comfortable
rooting around in your electrical box,
skip the hose cleaning part).

With the power off, use a hose nozzle
with a strong spray to spray horizontally
between the louvers and across the
cooling fins.  Peek between the louvers
to check your progress.   You’re done
when there’s nothing on the cooling fins
to block air flow.  Be sure to remove
vines or vegetation growing on or near
the cooling fins you just cleaned and
never store anything on or near the air
louvers.  Turn the power back on but
don’t get excited if nothing happens –
your central air system may have built-
in timers to prevent a sudden on/off/on

A Chilling Story
by Rich Iezzi
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for men and women
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WHERE CHICKEN LOVERS COME TO ROOST

2100 Gravois Avenue • 776-7292 • www.hodaks.com

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
OPEN:   Sun-Thurs 10am-10pm • Fri-Sat 10am-11pm

Banquet Room seats parties 40-100

- - BULK RATES - -
10 lbs. Wings....................................$55.00
50 pc. Fried Chicken .....................$55.00
100 pc. Fried Chicken.................$110.00
Mostaciolli (Full Pan) ...........................$55.00
Cole Slaw OR Baked Beans (Gallon)........$12.50
Potato Salad OR Mashed Potatoes 
OR Vegetables (Gallon) .............................$13.50

Ask about our Chik Pik a Paks!

Download our 
monthly specials 

from our website!

command (they don’t like that).
When the unit fires back up, you
should feel increased air flow when you
do the hand test again.

Now it’s onto the filter.  The ‘air
handler’ containing the filter is usually
in the basement but can also be in a
closet or the 3rd floor.  When you find
it and are ready to check or change the
filter, TURN OFF THE C/A.  If you
disturb the filter with the fan running,
you could dislodge dirt from the filter
and send it into the cooling coil – not
good.  When changing the filter, pay
attention to the arrows that indicate
the direction of air flow.  The arrows
should point towards the furnace or air
handler, not the rectangular silver 
air duct.

How about some troubleshooting?
Let’s say you hear the outside unit
trying to start but can’t.  The fan might
barely be turning.  If so, there’s a good
chance the capacitor is bad.  This
might sound a bit scary but it’s easy to
check and easy to fix. 

With the C/A power off (!), remove
the access panel to the outside unit.
You’ll see a silver canister looking
device three to five inches tall with
colored wires going to it – that’s the
capacitor.  If the top of the capacitor is
bulged, it’s defective.  Draw a diagram
of the wire connections and bring your
old capacitor to Commercial Electric at
3121 Washington and get a new one –
they’re less than $20.  

These are all easy things to do but
not doing them accounts for the
majority of repair calls.  Keeping your
C/A system happy will make you
happy – and that’s cool.  

A Chilling Story
by Rich Iezzi

C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E S I X
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LATTES • COFFEES • SANDWICHES • DESSERTS • MUSIC

BREAKFAST • MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 AM
BRUNCH • SUNDAY 9 AM
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We all like low utility
bills but it’s still a
good idea to keep

your front porch light on – all
the time. It’s safer and
encourages prospective buyers
and tenants to choose our
neighborhood over one that
isn’t well lit.

Illuminating your porch is incredibly
cheap.  If you’re using Compact
Florescent Lights (CFL’s), a 60 watt
bulb can stay on continuously during an
entire month for only 88 cents (!).  

Also, trees are great but their canopy
reduces lighting for porches and
sidewalks.  The next time you’re
fumbling in the dark with your front
door key, promise yourself you’ll flip
that porch light on and keep it on to
‘Light up the Heights’. 

LIGHT UP
THE HEIGHTS

BY RICH IEZZI

Every year, birds ‘deposit’ seeds
when they sit on your fence.
Since the seeds are safe from

trimmers and lawnmowers, they can
quickly grow into small trees.  Unless
you remove these tiny trees immediately,
you’ll be snipping away on them for
years.  A twelve inch seedling can have
a twelve inch taproot and if your
seedlings grow into saplings, you’ll 
have a terrible time fishing them out of 
your fence. 

So go check your fence line for small
trees and remove these intruders while
you still can.   Trees are great – but not
in your fence.

SEEDLINGS
& SAPLINGS



A FULL SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED

HARDWARE STORE
SERVING SOUTH ST. LOUIS

FOR OVER 60 YEARS
HOURS:

Monday thru Friday 8 to 5:30 
Saturday 8 to 5

10% OFF
WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIRS

Present This Coupon With Windows or Screens To
Be Expertly Repaired For A 10% Discount On Labor & Materials

Coupon expires 7/31/13 (TGHNA)
Not applicable to work in progress - Oak Hill Hardware

OAK HILL TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE & PAINT CO.

4100 CONNECTICUT ST. AT OAK HILL
314-776-0741

Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Association

Heading north?
Visit our second location, City Diner at the Fox 
located at the corner of Grand & Washington.

citydiner.us

CITY DINER
SOUTH GRAND

3139 S. Grand Avenue
314-772-6100

Mon., Tues., Wed., 6 Bucks Lunch & Dinner Specials
Early Bird 7a.m. to 9a.m. $4.00 Full Breakfast

CITY DINER
AT THE FOX

Corner of Grand & Washington
314-533-7500
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the TGH Gazette is delivered to your
door, as a resident of Tower Grove
Heights? Did you ever wonder how it

gets there?  Well, the staff of the TGH Gazette would like to thank the many BLOCK
REPRESENTATIVES, throughout our neighborhood, who distribute the Gazette in such
a timely manner. They perform a very important part in the success of this
publication and we are very grateful for their service to TGHNA and to the many
individuals and businesses who advertise within these pages.

Did You Know...

If you have an interest in becoming a Block Representative and wish further information, please go to our website
at www.towergroveheights.com for a full description and contact information.
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