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>~ NATIONAL NIGHT OUT ¢)

By Tim & Ellen Reed-Fox

For a while on the evening of
Tuesday, August 1, it looked like
National Night Out in Tower Grove
Heights would become National Night
Rained-Out. The sky turned black
around 5:30 that afternoon, and a
short thunderstorm passed through.
But by the time the festivities were 10
begin at 7:00, the rain_had stopped
and citizens of Tower Grove Heights
began to venture out to celebrate
their community.

National Night Out is just that - a
nationwide event in which city dwel-
lers go out onto the streets to meet
neighbors, enjoy food and drink, and
generally have a good time. Accord-
ing to Carol Rulo, Public Safety
Coordinator for St. Louis’ Neighbor-
hood Stabilization Team, National
Night Out was started twelve years
ago in Wynnewood, Pennsylvania.

“It was originally a small move-
ment to encourage people to turn on
their porchlights and converse with
their neighbors,” Rulo said. “Now
there are thousands of parties held
across the country every year on the
first Tuesday in August.”

In 1987, St. Louis was voted the
number one National Night Out city
for its innovative crime prevention
programs. This year, Rulo reports,
over four hundred parties were held
in the St. Louis area in spite of the
rain, and others were held the follow-
ing weekend.

We took a walking tour of Tower
Grove Heights on August 1 to see
what people in our neighborhood
were doing to celebrate National
Night Out.

The most active street during this
year's event was the 3800 block of
Humphrey. Cars parked across both
ends of the street - at Gustine and
Spring - shut off traffic to allow
people to meet, mix, and mingle. On
the street, balloons, bikes, and balls
competed with festive chalk drawings
for attention.

One particularly interesting piece
of sidewalk art featured a large, color
drawing of planet Earth, with an
arrow stating “You are Here” pointed
right at the middle of the U.S.A.
Behind the Earth peered a big, smil-
ing sun. When we finally got one of
the many kids running around fo slow
down to talk to us, we asked her who
had drawn the big Earth.

“| dom’t know,” she said, “some
older person. But we did all this.”
Stepping back from planet Earth
revealed that the whole street was
covered with colorful designs, words,
and scribbles. The children of the
neighborhood were enjoying the free-
dom to turn their street into a giant
canvas. And unlike graffii of the
spraypaint variety, a good rain was
all that was needed to clear the
palette for another day.

Pam Hendry of the 3800 block of
Humphrey reported that everyone
was enjoying National Night Out, but
the children seemed to be having the
most fun. Like many of the party
goers, she had been out since the
celebration began at 7:00.

Down the street, the Nicolette
family chose to be a bit further from
the action - probably because they
had their three-week-old, Lauren, in
tow. Lauren slept through all of the
excitement, but her big brothers

Anthony and Kyle, one on a bike and
the other on roller blades, were
having a good time. “We've lived
here for about eleven years,” Mike
Nicolette said. “I think this is a really
positive thing for the neighborhood.
Anything you can do o get people
out is good.”

Getting people out is only one of
the objectives of National Night Out.
But Carol Rulo pointed out that it can
have other benefits as well. National
Night Out can be an organizing tool
for neighborhood groups, and com-
munity solidarity is a key way fo
cormbat crime. Another major mes-
sage of National Night Out is the
need for well-lighted porches and
walkways.

“In fact, this year's theme was
“Light up the Night, St. Louis,” Rulo
said, adding that three “best block
party” prizes for would be given in
the city - one in the north, one in the
south, and one in the central corridor.
The prize? Porchlights and floodlights
for every house ont he street.

The rain did put a damper on the
parties in Tower Grove Heights, but
we met some of our neighbors and
finally managed to get a new light-
bulb for our front porch. We also
decided that National Night Out
should happen more than once a
year. In fact, every night we should
feel comfortable meeting on the
streets and enjoying the company of
those around us.

If your block did not participate in
National Night Qut this year, and you
would like to participate next year,
contact the Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Office at 622-4628.

Tower Grove Heights - Hard Hat Party

(see Page 10)
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Springing from the Ground!

See the Exciting Progress of
The New Residential Demonstration Gardens
Surrounding and Accenting the
Kemper Center for Home Gardening

Call the Hot-Line at 776-5522 for pre-recorded information on Garden Events and Services

Experience the Color, Pageantry and Sounds of Japan at the
21st Japanese Festival - September 2, 3, & 4

Missouri Botanical Garden

*******IN THIS ISSUE*******

Those of us who live in Tower Grove Heights appreciate the things that
make city living enjoyable and rich. Those who live outside of the city can’t
seem to see anything but the negative images too often presented in the
media. Well in this issue of our media we present the positive things that we all
know about, and also some suggestions on how to maintain and enrich our
area. Susie Gudermuth offers her formula for preserving our property values
and promote city living. In a reprinted column from the Post Dispatch, Don
MacPherson discusses the positives of city living, and Jim Heine's letter to the
editor (St. Louis Post Dispaich) will get you excited afresh to be living here.
Tim and Ellen Reed-Fox describe the National Night Out activities that took
place in our neighborhood, and Ellen explains the First Annual Tower Grove
Heights Grand Garden Awards. These and more tell the story of what city living
is all about. Read on and become reinvigorated about city life and Tower
Grove Heights.

ON GRAND
By Marilyn Abbott

Artifice Gallery opened on May 1st at the corner of Arsenal and Grand. This
beautiful and interesting shop is hardly recognizable as the former home of the
Kingsway Diner! The Artifice Gallery is owned by Kathryn Brucker and her
husband, David Hutchinson, who are residents of the nearby Shaw neighbor-
hood. Kathryn has a degree in Interior Design with 14 years experience in
commercial practice. In addition to the gallery/ shop, Kathryn and her associates
offer both commercial and residential design services through the Brucker
Design Group.

The items on display at Artifice are described as an “eclectic array of art
that works”, and | cannot say it any better than that! You will find unique and
beautiful jewelry, purses, glassware, lamps and much more. All of the works are
produced by individual artists and most are priced between $20 and $300.
Kathryn views Artifice as a shop offering art that can be used and enjoyed in
everyday life. Be sure to stop in to see the wonderful works on display. | am
sure you'll be delighted by our newest neighbor “On Grand”.
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MEET MARGE VINING

By Erin O’Reilly

Marge Vining is our new Democratic
alderperson for the 15th Ward. She is
a lifelong resident of St. Louis city and
has lived in the 15th Ward for 36
years. She has been heavily involved
in city politics for the past 8-9 years
when she started working for the city
of St. Louis; however, she has been
involved in community affairs for many
years and was one of the founders of
the Grand Oak Hill community center
and the Fanning Community School.

She is also involved in women’s
organizations statewide and says this
has added to her political expertise
which she will put to work for the 15th
Ward. She acknowledges that it was a
tight race for alderperson and is glad
that she was chosen by the voters.

Marge thinks this area’s priorities
are safety, security, and housing and
this will be the main focus of her work.
She wants to be involved in dispelling
the crime, drugs and absentee slum
landlords. Her wish list includes: 2
block captains for each block,
everyone’s porch lights on at night,
telephone networks among neighbors
to report problems, more porch sitting
and outdoor acitivities, cleaner alleys,
more block homes, block watch units
and mobile patrols in the area, and
perimeter lighting for Tower Grove
Park.

She reports that she is glad to live in
such a diverse neighborhood that has
many good resources such as the
several community groups, schools
and churches, community school, the
many businesses, and the housing
rehab. Neighborhood people should
be sure and utilize the resources
available. If anyone has questions
about resources they should call her
or their neighborhood organization.

She reports that 300 new dumpsters
are here now and that she is taking
applications for the 50/50 tree planting
and sidewalk repair programs. She
also hopes to get the streetlights
replaced with brighter bulbs soon.
Also, there are plans for a youth
center at Alfred and Hartford streets.

Most of her time is taken up by
meetings with individuals and groups,
city meetings and phone calls. So far
she is proud to say that she has
returned phone calls within 24 hours.
She has been assigned to the housing
commiitee and hopes to get involved
with other commitiees as well.

Community members can be
assured that although she might have
a different style than her predecessor,
she has similar goals and that there
will be a continuity of services in the
15th Ward. She is glad for Geraldine
Osborn’s support and looks forward to
“helping people help themselves”. |
can add that she is very accomodat-
ing as she came to my house for this
interview so we could talk while my
toddler was taking his nap.

BACK TO SCHOOL
READING HEADQUARTERS

NELWW & USED

Dictionaries, Thesauri, Classics

Special Orders Always Welcome

GRAND BOOKS

GRAND @ WYOMING

664-5511

PRESCHOOL NOW
REGISTERING STUDENTS

Neighborhood Preschool is
now accepting two through five
year olds for the September 1995

school year. NPS is a parent-run
coop in the Shaw neighborhood
serving the near south side. For
more information, call 664.2654 or
7715373,

Wyoming
Barber Shop
3192 S. Crand Ave.

(at Wyoming)
(314) 772-661H

)

$6 Adult Cut

Tues. - Fri.
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat.
12 NOON - 4:00 PM

By Appoinment Only

STAR VIDEO
Movie & VCR Rentai
Over 7,000 Movies & Games
Free Popcorn

Free Membership

Free Parking in Rear

Grand

Hartford

North =»

664-2844

3120 S. Grand -




By Susie Guder-
muth

This Gazette

CITY LIVING

tion, fine police
force, with offi-
cers with whom

issue is focusing

on City Living,

real estate, and property values. The
recent St. Louis Post-Dispatch article
on declining property values jolied
many of us. Even those of us who
love and are committed to City Living,
and who, also, know that much of
what was included in that article was
inaccurate. In our area and many
other areas within our city boun-
daries, property values are increas-
ing, probably at a rate greater than in
outlying metropolitan areas.

The article by Donald C. Mac-
Pherson, President of the St. Louis
Association of Realtors, in the St
Louis Post-Dispatch, July 2, 1995,
and reprinted in this issue provides
an aobjective appraisal of urban pro-
perty values and city living. Also
included in this issue is a reprinted
“Letter to the People” in a recent
issue of the St Louis Post-Dispatch
by Jim Heine, who lives on Fairview
and owns a two-family flat in Tower
Grove Heights.

What can you as a resident do to
preserve property values and to pro-
mote city living? Here are a few tips.

1. Be informed. If you must sell your
home, and, of course, there are times
when home owners must sell their
homes for compelling reason, talk to
at least 3 real estate agents. Avoid
those who hang signs on your door.
Good real estate agents don’t advert-
ise with cheap flyers soliciting your
home.

Ask each real estate agent with
whom you talk to give you a written
market analysis which includes com-
parable sales in the neighborhood.
Don't let the agent use only compar-
able sales from your street, especially
if you feel your home has something
extra and you think it should bring a
higher sales price than the 3 most
recent sales on your street.

Insist that they include sales from
the broader neighborhood. It is per-
fectly legitimate to use these sales for
comparison. This infarmation will also
be valuable to your buyer when
hisfher lender is looking for compar-
able values. This is the beginning of
sefting up the sale. Be an active
participant.

If the houses on your street have
sold fast at their asking prices, they
probably were priced too cheap. Fast
sales can be nice, but most likely,
they mean the seller did not realize
his/her full profit. The realtor benefit-
ted from a quick sale, the seller lost
money, and the neighborhood lost

value. If your house is not selling at
any price, perhaps you should exa-
mine your realtor and, also, your
house and your motivation as a
seller. :

If you see an underpriced house
on your block, don’t panic. Buy it if
you can. Don't let the bargain go to
someone who may not appreciate it
and may not improve the neighbor-
hood.

2. Talk to your neighbors about
housing values. Yes, there are some
seriously undervalued/underpriced
houses in our neighborhood, but this
is not the trend. Finished houses are
in demand, both for purchase and for
rental. Good rentals in our neighbor-
hood are going at good prices. One
bedrooms at $500/month and two-
bedrooms at $600 to $700 per month.
Larger units and houses are renting
at even higher prices. Good houses
are selling at almost $70 per square
foot. They should be selling at even
higher prices, and neighborhood resi-
dents are working on this. Even at
$80 per square foot, our improved
houses are bargains compared {o
other desirable neighborhoods.

Many of the people who love our
neighborhood are newcomers to St
Louis. When they discover our charm
and our bargain prices, they think
they have hit pay dirt. Someday, we
will find this same level of apprecia-
tion in old-time St. Louisans.

3. Recognize what you have.
Everyone is looking for small town
utopia. We live in one of the best
small towns in America. | know of few
other places where residents are a 5
to 10 minute walk from a major
grocery store, specialty food shops,
cleaners, public library, hardware
store, wonderful restaurants, and a
National Historic Landmark Park. We
have neighborhood waich, an active
neighborhood association, fire protec-

we are often on a

first name basis,
and effective strategies for problem
solving. We are lucky.

The May 15, 1995 issue of News-
week has as its cover title, “Bye-Bye
Suburban Dream”. The supporting
articles lament the problems of sub-
urbanization. One article offers fifieen
ways to fix the suburbs. All of these
fixes are already in place in Tower
Grove Heights.

Tower Grove Heights reminds me
of the small town in which | grew up
in the 1940’s and 50’s sans the
National Historic Landmark Park.
Only two other cities have a national
historic landmark park - New York
City and Boston. Unfortunately, my
first hometown has been ruined by
urban sprawl and Walmart.

4. Reinvest in your neighborhood.
Buy that undervalued property on
your block, improve it and sell it or
rent it. Many people are doing just
that. Kim and Suzanne Golemb,
recent residents in our neighborhood,
are purchasing a two-family on Utah.
Last year they bought a converied
two-family on Utah only three weeks
after moving from California and rent-
ing a nearby flat. Laura Stadelman
has moved to the 3800 block of
Wyoming from South County. She
has two, two-family flats on Wyoming.
Others who have invested are Lenita
Moore, who owns and manages two,
two-family flats on Utah, Mabel
Gudermuth (possibly one of our
oldest investors) who owns and
manages two, two-family flats in the
neighborhood, Gary and Cindy Tren-
holm who are investing in property on
Fairview, just two blocks south of
Tower Grove Heights, and of course,
Rich and Jean lezzi, who are old
hands at reinvesiment. Others are
making similar investments.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5)

Roosevelt Bank

A Federal Savings Bank

The Smart Place To Bank

South Grand

3150 S. Grand Blvd.
776-4220
Barb Lyerla, Branch Manager

EDIC Insured
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(CONT. FROM PAGE 4)

Still other residents are looking
and have plans to buy as soon as the
houses they want become available.

5. Join your neighborhood associa-
tion.

The TGHNA offers many advan-
tages. One of the first things informed
buyers and renters ask is, “Do you
have a strong neighborhood associa-
tion?” They know it is an avenue for
problem solving, identity, and access
to city services. Strengthen our
neighborhood association with your
membership and support.

6. Help make our neighborhood
more attractive. Try to make your
house the best looking house on the
block, your street the best looking
street in the neighborhood. Start com-
peting for the best looking house and
street. We compete in the Christmas
lighting contest, compete with the
same enthusiasm for the best looking
house and garden and the best
looking street. Paint your house, have
your brick walls cleaned, keep your
lawn mowed and trimmed, participate
in the 50/50 sidewalk and tree pro-
gram, and pick up litter on your
street. All of these things say our
neighborhood has class and is mov-
ing forward.

Urban living is an exciting adven-
ture. Do your part and enjoy the
benefits of your effort.

__COOKIES FOR COPS - .7
777~ ALIVE AND WELL SZ%%

o o A

By Jean lezzi

Cookies for Cops has been a
successful program in the Tower
Grove Heights neighborhood for
years. Residents in Tower Grove
Heights have donated goodies to be
given to the Third District Police
Department and to the two fire houses
which protect Tower Grove Heights.
This has been done to show apprecia-
tion to the people who help make
Tower Grove Heights a wonderful
place to live. These donations are
distributed on holidays.

In recent months, donations for
this worthwhile effort have been down.
On the 4th of July, only six people
coniributed to the cause. These goo-
dies, which included cookies, muffins,
fruit, gum and candy were given 10 a
very appreciative group of firefighters
at the Magnolia firehouse.

Cookies for Cops will continue but
no more phone calls will be made to
residents. Instead, a list of the next
collection dates will be printed in the

Gazette and distributed at the General
Meetings. Put these dates on your
calendar as a reminder to contribute
to the Cookies for Cops cause.

Goodies should be taken to 3809
Hartford (Jean lezzi's home). Have
the donation wrapped/bagged and
marked with your name and address.
A card of appreciation with the names
and addresses of each contributor is
always sent with the treats. Call
before dropping off the donations
(772-4987) or if no one is home to
collect the goodies, leave items on the
front porch.

COLLECTION DATES DELIVERY
Sept. 2 & 3 Sept. 4 Labor Day

Oct. 30 & 31 Oct. 31 Halloween

Nov. 22 & 23 Nov. 23 Thanksgiving
Dec. 24 & 25 Dec. 25 Christmas

Dec. 30 & 31 Dec. 31 New Year's Eve
LOCATION: 3809 Hartford 772-4987

FARU

A GALLERY OF INTRIGUING
AND COLORFUL
INTERNATIONAL FOLK-ART,
JEWELRY, TEXTILES,
CLOTHING, POTTERY,
FETISHES, MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS, BEADS

WEARE YOUR
BeESTBEADSOURCE
INST. Louis

11 am -7 pm - MON - £RI
10:30 am - 5:30 pm « SAT

12 noon - 5 pm - SUN

3111 S Grand Bivd. » (314) 773-7733

Y ®

Coffee / Espresso
Bar

Fresh Baked Goods
Light Lunch

In-door / Qut-door
Seating

65 Different Gourmet
Coffee & Tea

Gifts & Accessories




DON’T WORRY, BE HEALTHY

most abundant in meats,
seafood and dairy products,

by Tom Booth

Everywhere | look these days, |
seem to see one or another plan for
losing weight. On the sides of buses
and on every cable TV channel the
message seems to say to the con-
sumer, “l know you've tried every
way to lose weight, but it's no use.
Qur plan offers the sure fire method
for you.” | can’t help wondering why
it is still such a mystery. It seems
clear to me that “We ARE fat
because we EAT fat.”

People try fad diets and they
never seem to work because you
can't live on these diets for long.
They don’t supply the well-rounded
nutritional needs your body craves
and most often are just no fun. If you
can’t enjoy your food you won’t
continue to eat it.

According to medical specialists,
most people who engage in radical
weight loss programs eventually put
back on all the weight they've lost,
and they tax their hearts and diges-
tive organs in the process, some-
times causing irreparable damage. If
you want io lose weight and keep it
off, the maost important dietary

change you can make is to greatly
reduce fats in your diet. Fats are

cooking oils, baked goods,
nuts and seeds, and salad
dressings. Fats have over twice the
calaries (9 per gram) of protein and
carbohydrates (4 per gram), and turn
into fat cells in the body. Saturated
fats, in particular, which are most
concentrated in animal-based foods
like meat, seafood, and dairy pro-
ducts, add te your weight and also to
your risk of heart disease as well.

To reduce your body fat, it is
suggested that you reduce your die-
tary fat intake to 300 calories a day
or 38 grams. If you don’t want to
count calories, just greatly reduce
your intake of animal-based foods
overall, substitute fish or chicken for
red meats, and use non-fat dairy
products. Eat plenty of resh fruits and
vegetables, whole grains, and beans.
And begin to think of them as not just
a little side dish you can include in
your meal, but really your main
entree itself.

If you look for healthy foods and
prepare them in an attractive and
tasty way, you'll find that it doesn’t
have to be an ordeal to eat healthy.
You'll begin to actually enjoy eating
healthy foods and discover that your
fat cells have simply disappeared.

HOLY FAMILY PRESCHOOL
OPENS REGISTRATION
FOR FALL

Holy Family Preschool and Child-
care Program at 4125 Humphrey is
registering students for the coming
Fall semester. Holy Family’s qualified
staff offer a developmentally appro-
priate curriculum for children age 2 to
5. For more information, call
776.2558.

MOTHER'’S LITTLE HELPER

Carolyn lezzi, of the 38XX block
of Hartford has begun a private
enterprise this Summer which most
of us could use at one time or
another: a mother's helper. Unlike a
babysitter, Carolyn will watch your
child, 18 months and up, at her own
home under the waitchful eye of her
mother, Jean lezzi.

For anyone in the area who has
a child and can’t find time to get
things done around the house, Caro-
lyn's services can come in handy.
Carolyn, who is 10 1/2 years old, has
been certified through the St. Louis
Children’s Hospital babysitters’ club
and can provide references.

Carolyn charges $1 an hour and
can be reached at 772.4987.

Custom-Fitted Golf Clubs

Professional Quality & Performance
For The Amateur Budget

The Lafest in High-Tech Components & Design

Convenient Location
S minutes from the Arch 5 blocks south of Hwy 44
Tues-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-5

773-GOLF

(wtimmlyorir GOIf  2306. Grand Biv. st Louis, M0 63104 514-773-GOLF (4659




FROM THE CAPITOL
By Rep. Pat Dougherty

The Missouri General Assembly
passed two measures this session
that will address the growing concern
of more crimes being committed by
juveniles and to address crime pre-
vention.

The first bill, a major juvenile
justice reform package, allows the
courts to prosecute juveniles 12 years
of age and above as adults if their
prosecution is in the best interest of
society based on certain criteria.
Courts are required to hold certifica-
tion hearings to treat juveniles of any
age as adults if they are accused of
violent crimes such as murder, forc-
ible sodomy, rape, robbery, assault
and distribution of drugs or in cases
where the juvenile has committed two
or more prior felony offenses. Once a
juvenile has been certified as an adult,
s/he may automatically be tried as an
adult for subsequent offenses.

The legislation also creates a new
dual sentencing arrangement for
juveniles. A judge may send a child
certified as an adult to the Missouri
Division of Youth Services for treat-
ment first if the judge believes this is
the best option for the juvenile and for
society, but if that treatment is not
effective, the juvenile can then be sent
to adult prison.

=

Another provision of the package
opens the records of juveniles guilty of
felonies to the public. Additionally,
juvenile officers are allowed to share
the records of juveniles certified as
adults with the victim, witnesses,
school officials, parents, guardians,
social workers and prosecutors.

Parents will be held more accoun-
table for a son or daughter who is
convicted as an adult in the measure.
In such a case, the parents are
required to participate in counseling
and other treatments that are necess-
ary to carry out the juvenile code.

The bill also gives Missouri’s
Juvenile/Family Courts important tools
to treat juvenile offenders uniformly
and track and assess their progress.
The state courts administrator will

develop guidelines to evaluate
juvenile court services, create training
and continuing education standards
for juvenile court employees and out-
line criteria for judges to consider
when deciding how long a child will be
detained before the case s
addressed.

Other provisions of the new law
allows photographs and fingerprints of
juvenile offenders to be taken; sets up
tax credits for corporations and indivi-
duals that help young people through
education, job and violence prevention
programs; and permits school districts
to suspend students for up to 180
days if they are convicted as adults on
felony charges.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 74)

(314) 773-4146
Fax (314) 773-8483
1-800-773-4146

3201 Cherokee Street, St. Louis, MO 63118

ALLEN'S

Garden Center
Trees, Shrubs, and Perennials
Wholesale Pottery

10% Discount
with a TGHNA
Membership Card

Pediatric Specialists

4R\ CITY SPEECH, INC.

Lori R. Linder, M.A., CCC/SLP - President
Speech - Language Pathologist
Diagnostics 3823 Utah Place
Therapy St. Louis, MO 63116
Training By Appointment Only (314) 772-6646

Oak Hill Zmlee Hardware & Paint Co.

4100 Connecticut St. at Oak Hill
' 776-0741
I Complete selection of plumbing, electrical,
| TRU-TEST paints, fasteners, locks & hardware

IWindow & Screen Repair ® Keys & Glass Cut Pipe Cut & Threaded |
|18% Off Regular Priced Merchandise with this Coupon|

| B

Good Through 9-30-95

-

OPEN TILL 10 PM

7 DAYS

STOP BY FOR
LUNCH OR DINNER!

HODAK'S

Hestaurant & Bar
Ty
IKEN Lovens cOME T

BULK RATES
10 LB CHICKEN WINGS .............
50 PCFRIED CHICKEN ...
100 PC FRIED CHICKE
SLAW (CALLON).............,
BAKED BEANS (cab
POTATO SALAD (GAL) .....cccoovo..

"VALUE WORTH CROWING ABOUTY
2100 Gravois 77677292




LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The following is a reprint of a letter
written by one of our own neighbors,
Mr. James Heine, in response to an
article in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

The Editors

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

900 N. Tucker Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63101
Gentlemen:

| want to add my voice to those
that have already expressed concern
over the recent series of Post-Dis-
patch stories about the decline of
housing values in St. Louis.

My first thought after reading Ms.
Brown’s story of 4 June was this:
“Well, if the Post wanted to kill a
year’s worth of work by any number of
neighborhood organizations, this is
certainly the perfect way to do it.”

Despite the general tenor of Ms.
Brown'’s story, as well as the slant of
several Post-Dispatch stories that pre-
ceded it, the city remains a good
place to live. | admit we have pro-
blems, but |, like many others, still
believe the advantages and opportuni-
ties of city living far outweigh any real
or perceived disadvantages.

| believe this is a point the Posi-
Dispatch has consistently failed to
acknowledge.

The Post, of course, is not alone in
this shortcoming. On any given even-
ing, the image of St Louis that
emerges from a review of the six
o'clock news is one of guns and
drugs, mayhem and dysfunction.

Wake up, please! There is a lot
more to city life.

Consider the following:

* Housing. The city offers an

impressive selection of affordable
housing. If you have no desire to be
house poor or if you believe there are
better things to do with your hard-
earned money than sink it into an
overpriced, overtaxed faux chateau
out in the land of clouds and dragons
(Thank you, Ms. Viets, for that appel-
lation), then take a look at what's
available in the city. | bet you will be
surprised. You might also discover
that saving for your child’s college
education or for that great vacation
trip is a whole lot easier.

And you may even get to know

Wake up please!
There is a lot
more to city life.

your neighbors.

* Convenience. | live in Tower
Grove South. | am 10 minutes from
Grand Center, Union Station, the Cen-
tral West End, and Forest Park. | am
15 minutes from downtown and Clay-
ton. My grocery store is within walking
distance, as is the South Grand busi-
ness district, Tower Grove Park, and
the Missouri Botanical Garden.

All this, | believe, certainly adds to
the quality of my life, even if it cannot
be outlined on a multicolored map.

Or consider this: On mornings
when both the weather and the roads
are a mess, | can ignore the traffic
reports, have my second cup of cof-
fee, and finish reading the Post--and

, ailoni

HOME: 773-1567

onsultants. R.€E.
is proud to announce the affiliation of
ELIZABETH BRAZNELL

as REALTOR

Let a neighbor help you with your real estate needs.
OFFICE: 772-8407]

REALTOR

still arrive at work before eight o’clock,
after having walked out my front door
at seven forty-five.

Try that when the commute is 20
miles door-to-door.

* Public services. Living in St
Louis is not akin to residing atop a
refuse heap. We clean our streets,
pick up our garbage, and maintain our
parks. Could we do a better job?
Probably. Yet we do very well with the
resources available.

* Public safety. | have lived in St.
Louis since 1981. | can report that |
have not been assaulted, mugged, or
robbed. My home has never been
burglarized or my car stolen. In
general, those statements apply to my
friends and neighbors as well as to
me.

Yes, crime is a problem in some
neighborhoods and an issue that con-
cerns us all, but we also have a
strong civic antidote to crime: active
neighborhood organizations, concer-
ned city officials, and one of the best
police departments in the metropolitan
area.

* Schools. The perception is 7ar
worse than the reality. Everything in
the St Louis public schools is not
perfect, but neither is life perfect in
suburban schools. Problems exist
there, too.

Could the schools be better? Yes.
But on balance, they are doing quite
well, thank you.

If you insist on private education,
you can choose from a multitude of
Catholic and Lutheran schools in the
city.

As a resident of St. Louis, | do not
ask that the Post-Dispatch sweep the
city’s problems under a rug. | only ask
that the Post’s coverage of the city be
a little more well-balanced and even-
handed and that it offer a wider
perspective on city living.

| believe the entire metropolitan
area would benefit from that kind of
approach.

Sicerely yours, James H. Heine
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BLOCK CAPTAINS’ MEETING

By Tom and Janet Booth

The August block captains’ meet-
ing was held on August 8 at Sara
Langan’s house in the 36xx block of
Juniata. The meeting began with a
discussion of the availability of crime
statistics in the Tower Grove Heights
area. Joe Thele said he would be able
to supply block captains with maps of
their blocks from city hall. It was
suggested that residents target parti-
cular houses for criminal or housing
conditions in order to remedy a pro-
blem building.

The Hard Hat Party scheduled for
Thursday September 7 at The King
and | restaurant, and the Hard Hat
Tour scheduled for September 9, were
announced and flyers were passed
out for the block captains to hand out
on their blocks. The party and tour

were expected to serve a number of
purposes:

- invite residents to become new
members

- attract new people to the area

- encourage current residents to
join the organization

- remind current residents what a
fabulous area it is to live in

- encourage neighbors to keep
working on their homes

- communicate a positive image to
outsiders

Two police officers from the 3rd
District came to the meeting with Barb
Potts, of the city’s Neighborhood Sta-
bilization Office, and encouraged the
block captains to introduce them-
selves to police officers when we see
them on the street, and to tell them of
our concerns about problems houses.

Specinlizing in 19th Century
Furnishings, Decorative Arts
and Collectables

Hours:
‘/VE‘d. 5 Fri.
6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Sat. & Sun.
12:00 N - 6:00 PM

“We Accept Consiguments”
Call 771-5266

3210 South Grand Avenue, St. Louis MO

SHELTON

“Voted One of the Top Five Salons in St. Louis”-Riverfront Times 1994
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% SHELTON DAVIS SALON e

DAVIS
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Manicures, Pedicures and Therapeutic Massage

®
for an appointment call- 771 —4 70 0 —Evening Hours Available
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TOWER GROVE

HEIGHTS
HARD HAT
TOUR

On Saturday, September 9
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tower
Grove Heights Neighborhood will
sponsor Tower Grove Heights
Under Construction, a tour of sin-
gle and multi-family homes cur-
rently undergoing renovation in the
neighborhood. The purpose of the
tour, which is being promoted to
financial institutions, developers,
investors, home buyers and the
press, is to demonstrate that
Tower Grove Heights is a desir-
able place to live, and an attractive
area to invest in real estate. Pro-
jects in all stages of the renovation
process will be on view, from a
recently demolished four-family
awaiting rehab to a completely
renovated, elegant two and a half
story home featuring a modern
kitchen, three and a half baths,
three fireplaces, all new systems,
and a two car garage.

In conjunction with Tower
Grove Heights Under Construction,
there will be a cockiail reception
on Thursday, September 7 from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the King and |
restaurant, 3157 South Grand. The
purpose of the reception is two-
fold: to kick off the tour and to
recognize the contributions of for-
mer Alderwoman Geraldine
Osborme and Joe Curtis, Vice
Chairman of Commerce Bank,
both of whom have been instru-
mental in facilitating past and cur-
rent renovation projects in Tower
Grove Heights neighborhood. The
reception will include an appetizer
buffet and cash bar.

Admission for the cocktail
reception and tour is $10 for the
general public and $5 for Tower
Grove Heights Neighborhood
Association members. For reserva-
tions or information, please call
Suzanne Golemb at 314.664.7140.

Tower Grove Heights Neigh-
borhood Association wishes 10
thank Commerce Bank for provid-
ing partial financial support for this
event.

LOCAL CHUDRCES PLANTO

TRANSFODM CITY

NEICHBODHOODS

At a public meeting July 15 at the
Gateway |Institute of Technology at
5101 McRee, 63 area church congre-
gations invited a number of political
leaders to discuss how best to rein-
vest in our communities. The public
meeting served as a platform from
which the St Louis Reinvestment
Corporation was introduced.

lts mission statement that their
mission is to “transform and serve its
neighborhoods by building relation-
ships and providing opportunities that
empower individuals to create wealth
and stabilize their communities.”

A key element of the corporation
is the Housing Lending Program
which “helps prepare and train indivi-

duals in home purchase, provides
access to financing, takes him/her
through the loan process, and pro-
vides a support system to aid in
payment issues and home main-
tenance.” They hope to make home
purchase loans, refinancing loans,
rehab loans, and small rental property
owner-occupant loans.

In a related program, the “Micro
Enterprise Lending Program”, the
organization intends to provide train-
ing, financial support and mentorship
to individuals for small business deve-
lopment. This program will include
loans under $20,000, and “training
and support to aid the individual in
preparing their business plan and
start-up needs”.

3165 South Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63118

Office Hours By Appointment

Lucas Optometry, Inc.

TODD N. LUCAS, O.D.
TIMOTHY M. LUCAS, O.D.
GEORGE A. LUCAS, O.D.

(314) 772-3737
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THE MAGIC OF CITY LIVING

Al 4,

the Post-Dispatch on June
1995, said “Crime is

7N dropping. For example, in

By Donald C. MacPherson, Pre-
sident, St Louis Association of
Realiors

(reprinted from the July 2, 7995 issue
of the Postr-Dispaic/;)

In recent weeks there has been
some discussion about the value of
city living and concerns over the
possible dropping value of city resi-
dential property. Looking at this issue
objectively, it is readily apparent that
the fears outweigh the reality.

At the heart of the issue lie two
major concerns that homeowners
have: 1) protecting the investment
value of their home and property and
2) the fear of crime.

When discussing the value of pro-
perty, it is essential to realize that if
one area is experiencing a decline it
does not necessarily follow that all
areas are having the same problem.
Information gathered from several city
realtors indicates that many parts of
the city are experiencing not only
healthy stability, but the average sale
price of homes is consistently moving
upward.

Areas such as Lafayeite Square,
Compton Heights, Flora Place, Sou-
lard, Tower Grove Heights St. Louis
Hills and the Central West End are
prime examples of this trend. These

Outdoor Dining

= |
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A Diner with a Difference

areas and others have continued to
increase in value during a time when
the economy has been down and
property values have dropped else-
where.

In other areas, neighborhood asso-
ciations and housing corporations are
working 1o preserve property values.
Some parts of the North Side are
experiencing an improvement in hous-
ing prices, as is the area east of
Jefferson Avenue on the South Side.

In the southeast area near Caron-
delet Park, the Bellerive Neighborhood
Association is working with commit-
tees to combat crime and to enhance
property values. In that area,
assessed wvalues have remained
stable, and along the north side of
Carondelet Park home values rose
3.4 percent.

Hearsay and second-hand informa-
tion about families moving out
because of sounds of gunshots in the
night do not give an accurate picture
of what living in the city is really like.
Isolated instances of crime in other-
wise stable neighborhoods get blown
out of proportion because they hap-
pened in a “city” neighborhood.

Crime can occur at any location
and certainly the suburbs have not
been immune. An article printed by

* Diner Classics
* Low Fat Selections

Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner

ODEN AT 6 AM MON.-FRI.
BREAKFAST SDECIALS
$1.99 6-9 AM

3141 S GRAND 772-6100

* Euro-American Cuisine

the Third District, which
covers southeastern St.
Louis, reports of crime dropped 4
percent last year. Figures through
March show that the decline is con-
tinuing.”

Throughout the city there are many
tightly knit neighborhoods with low
crime rates. These may border pro-
blem areas, but a strong network of
concerned residents working in coop-
eration with local law enforcement
officials helps keep these neighbor-
hoods free of crime.

Keeping areas free of crime and
stabilizing property values are impor-
tant in attracting people to city living.
Just as important is the availability of
financing.

Financing options such as the city’s
$10 million Federal National Morigage
Association program is one way the
city has to encourage families to buy
homes in the city. Also available
through the Federal Housing Authority
(FHA), the 203K loan enables indivi-
duals to obtain a single loan for the
purchase and rehabilitation of homes.
These loans also are available for
investment property, and up to 85
percent can be financed with low
down payments. For information on
203K loans and city living, call Dar-
lene Rich of the Grand Oak Hill
Community Corp. at 865.5530.

3014 South Grand
&t Louis, Missouri 63118
(314) 7727674




TAKE A LESSON
FROM
THE SQUARE

The following commentary
appeared in the Lafayette Square
Marquis (their newsletter) earlier this
year. The excerpts below seemed to
offer some important suggestions for
our own neighborhood.

We marketed the houses. Not
real estate dealers. No dealer wan-
ted to touch the Square.

An hour after | ventured into the
Square. April 18, 1970, | had been
dragged through four houses. Then
a list of houses for sale was thrust
into my hands. | was called again a
few days later, “Are you having any
luck?” Well, | had already bought a
house. And one of the four houses |
had seen was being bought by Bill
and Dean Keyes.

Technically, most of the houses
on the list were not for sale, but the
owner might have mentioned 1o
someone that he'd like to sell and
move to the country, in a word, “get
out”. That got him on the “list”. The
list method was kept up for many
years until several real estate people
discovered us. Kirby Greene was
the first of them to take a sincere
interest in the Square and frained
many young restorers to market it in
a professional way.

Before that, all marketing was
done grass-roots style. At one of our
first meetings, someone suggested
we place an ad for homes for sale.
Imagine: paying to advertise your
neighbors’ homes without their
knowledge! My phone number was
chosen because | was a housewife
working on my house while the
children were in school. People cal-
led, picked up a list and negotiated
their own bargains. One caller, a
dee-jay just moved to St. Louis from
California wise cracked (almost like
Jack Carney) on the phone about
whether we had any ramshackle
houses for sale cheap. | didn't
answer very enthusiastically
because | thought | was talking to
some kind of nut.

The caller WAS Jack Carney! A
few days later, Jerry Ferrell followed
up on him only fo find that he had

already chosen a house in the West
End. Bill and Dean Keyes and Jerry
continued to pursue him, so that he
became one of our biggest fans and
gave us many a free plug on KMOX.

Don Daniels, when he became
president, also believed in do-it-your-
self real estating.

Our strategy was to think cau-
tiously and pessimistically but to do
all our talking optimistically. No one
breathed a word to prospective
buyers that this area was really a red
light district. In the meantime, we
began to restrict the livelihood of
those nice little gray-haired, piano-
legged ladies who plied their trade
along Mississippi and Lafayette
Avenues.

But two brothels for younger
entrepreneurs remained into the 80’s
and were more difficult to dislodge.
We enlisted the help of the vice
squad. That worked fine, until, enter
the media: one front page headline
(on a Monday when news was slow)
read “Vice Lifts its ugly head in
Lafayette Square”. Just the type of
advertising we had tried to avoid!

Another thing we didn’t talk about:
the fires. Weekend entertainment.
Insurance firees - not hard to spot
because the owners usually carried
out all the TV's the day before. And if
there weren’'t insurance fires, fires

still proliferated because the owners
had heard that their properties would
bring in more cash as VACANT
LAND (sell it to the government!)
than as-land with buildings on it.
Every teenager knew how to make a
molotov cocktail, so all night Friday
and all day Saturday we would hear
the fire trucks screaming through the
Square.

Result? We couldn't get in-
surance. Hank Johnson to the res-
cue! He was the first and only agent
in 1971 who was willing to put faith
in these old houses.

Who would loan money on a
house in such a neighborhood?
Nobody! That same Dennis Meriz
volunteered each Friday afternoon to
buttonhole St. Louis bankers. He
armed himself with a chart of all the
monies being invested in each
house and a bookfull of before and
after pictures. That and the tours,
with plenty of complimentary tickets
strewn about, wet the palate of some
very gracious loan officers at Mer-
cantile Bank.

All this was an adventure, but it
wasn’'t easy. When resioration-min-
ded realtors finally began marketing
our houses, a tremendous load was
lifted from the shoulders of the first
restorationists.

(CONTINUE ON PAGE 13)

PHONE
1721155

ORPHEUM CLEANERS

FAST PERSONALIZED SERVICE
CLEANING - REPAIRING

3199 S. GRAND BOULEVARD

AT WYOMING

REDEEM FOR ONE FREE LESSON *

the Studio

3815 Kosciusko, St. Louis, MO 63118 (314) 664-1966
Wayne Carl Huber, Artist / Educator

* Applies to day and evening lessons in drawing; design; color
theory; oil, acrylic, and watercolor painting for adults.
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(CONT. FROM PAGE 12)

Eventually, real estate companies
were doing all the marketing. That
was a glorious time because housing
prices kept going higher and higher.
All of us early restorers began count-
ing on our fingers how much our
houses would be worth if we really
wanted to sell.--

Real estate people work hard. |
know, because I've been on the
selling end many times. They can'’t
sell a house for a high or even a
normal price if there is anything nega-
tive about it or the area. It's still up to
us, the residents, to do everything
possible to improve every aspect of
our neighborhood. So look up and
down your street and alley. What
needs to be improved and what can
you do about it? Talk positive, but
above all, do something about the
problems.

If you had to sell your house, you'd
want the market to be brisk. You'd
want a good price for all your hard
work. Well, don’t sit back and wait for
that market to appear out of the blue.
YOU are the one in partnership with
the realiors, who has to market the
Square. And believe me, once you've
helped eliminate the problems, you
won’t ever want to sell out and leave
the Square! Ruilfhr Kamploefner

COMPTON HEIGHTS 7O FEATURE
JANSSEN ARCHITECTURE DURING
OCTOBER HOUSE TOUR

Mouldings, Docrs,
, Furniture

Vintage Home Supply
1-800-475-0191
FAX: (314) 822-TRIM

The 1995 Compton Heights
house tour will focus on the work of
architect Ernest Janssen. Janssen
was a German educated, award win-
ning, turn of the century, Missouri
architect. In Compton Heights, he
designed 14 homes and carriage
houses, as well as the entrance
pillars to the neighborhood on Grand
Boulevard.

Ten homes, including more than
half of Janssen’s Compton Heights
works, will be open to the public on
Saturday and Sunday October 7 and
8, 1995. Ticket prices will be $12 in
advance, and $15 on the day of the
tour. All proceeds go to Compton
Heights Association for improvement
and preservation of the Compton

Window Hardware,
Bath Accessories,
Colum ns |

Historic St. Charles

3818 Lindbergh
St. Louis, MO 83127
(314) 842- 1008

400 N. Second St.
St. Charles, MO 63301

(314) 947-9970
TR

238 Meacham 9
Kirkwood, MO 63122
(314) 984-0191
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THE WINTER HOUSE

Heights Area. Homes will be open
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. on both
days. Refreshments will be available.

Included on the tour will be Jans-
sen’s most lavish south side residen-
tial work at 3400 Russell, the Charles
Stockstrom House, also known as
the “Magic Chef House”. The meticu-
lous resoration by the second owners
of the home is nearing completion.
The Stockstrom family is credited
with design and leadership in the
invention of the gas kiichen stove.
Kitchens around the world were revo-
lutionized by this invention, and the
Stockstrom companies became the
largest stove companies in the world
- Magic Chef, Quick Meal and Ameri-
can Stove. Also on tour will be the
elegant home built for Louis Stock-
strom (brother of Charles) at 3263
Hawthorne Boulevard. Several
homes on the tour will show early
Magic Chef stoves. Compton Heights
is a small neighborhood of about 240
homes which prides itself in continu-
ing efforts to preserve examples of
magnificent architecture. The house
four provides Compton Heights Asso-
ciation with an opportunity to share
the “magic” of this prestigious south
St. Louis neighborhood. Call Shelley
Donaho at 664-3400 for information.

BED AND BREAKFAST
Hosts: Kendall & Sarah Lee Winter

Give Your Out-of-Town Guests a Home
Away from Home

3522 Arsenal Strcet
Saint Louis, Missouri

63118

(314) 664-4399




TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
President: Jean lezzi

President Elect: Joe Thele
Secretary: Diane Hurwitz

sst. Secretary: Donna Mayes
reasurer: Suzanne Golemb

Past President: Margie Meyer
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Promo. & Marketing:
Susie Gudermuth
Publications: Don Hardin
BLOCK CAPTAINS
600/3700 Arsenal
Diane Hurwitz (3640)
800 Arsenal
Elliott Blevins (3850)
Fredric Rissover (3850)
600/3700 Hartford
Marilyn Abbott (3648)
arol Hoffmeister (3656)
800 Hartford
Donna Mayes (3825)
Bill Wright (3836)
Tom Booth (3807)
3600/3700 Juniata
Sara Langan (3639)
onnie Bender (3665)
Tina Gunter (3705)
3800 Juniata
Shauna Feely (3871)
Tod Flak (3850A)
3600/3700 Connecticut
hris & Rich Jamison (3625)
Micky Coriell (3618)
3800 Connecticut
Margie Meyer (3860A)
3600/3700 Wyoming
Paddy McPhillips (3668)
anet Golitko
800 Wyoming
Linda & Peter Fick (3879)
Nancy Dietz
600/3700 Humphrey
Stafford Gavin (3651)
800 Humphrey
LeAnne Lis (3800)
Marcia Recks
Robert Reed
600/3700 Utah Place
udy Newman (3729)
Michele Kerr (3636)
800 Utah Place
Susie Gudermuth (3834)
eda Lynn (3855)

(CONT. FROM PAGE 7)

The “Youth Opportunities & Vio-
lence Prevention Act” that | sponsored
is also a part of this bill. It promotes
public/private partnerships and invest-
ments at the community level aimed at
successful strategies for employment,
education, role model/mentor and
non-violent resolution programming for
young people. Businesses and indivi-
duals who invest in local community
or non-profit prevention/opportunity
programs will be eligible for tax cre-
dits. The goal is to make a difference
early in a young person’sfteenager’s
life to better help them succeed and
not become part of the juvenile justice
system.

TOWER GROVE
HEIGHTS GRAND
GARDEN AWARDS
By Ellen Reed-Fox

Lush, lavish, and dripping with
colorl The gardens that adorn the
houses of Tower Grove Heights are
a visual pleasure that we all enjoy.
To reward all the green (and red
and yellow and purple and blue)
thumbs in the neighborhood, the
First Annual Tower Grove Heights
Grand Garden Award winners were
announced. According to Jean lezzi,
one of the competition organizers,
the neighborhood association had
been discussing a way to recognize
the beautiful gardens in our area for
some time, and this year talk was
turned into action. The competition,
which was judged by block captains
and the Executive Board, was limi-
ted to gardens visible from the
street. Jean told me that the judges
were looking for eye-catching dis-
plays that stood out as you passed

Tower Grove Heights Gazette
3203 South Grand Blvd., Suite 103
St. Louis, Missouri 63118

The new law took effect im-
mediately upon the governor's appro-
val in June.

The second measure (HB 345)
will permit public school districts to
suspend students who carry a firearm
on school property for at least one
year. The length of the sentence will
be decided by the chief officers of the
school district on a case-by-case
basis. School districts will still be
allowed to offer alternative education
programs to suspended students.
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This legislation has been signed
into law by the governor and will take
effect Monday, August 28.

by. The following winners had a sign
placed in front of their home as
recognition of this special honor:

3644 Arsenal
3879 Hartford
3734 Hartford
3726 Hartford

Hartford Arms (Spring,
between Hartford and
Juniata)

3806 Juniata
3726 Juniata
3625 Connecticut
3612 Humphrey

The winners will also be recog-
nized at the next Tower Grove
Heights Neighborhood Association
meeting on August 29. Be sure to
keep your eyes open for the winning
homes and all of the beautiful gar-
dens that grace our neighborhood.
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