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It’s official! Tower Grove Heights is
now a Historic District! Landmarks
Association’s nomination to place
Tower Grove Heights on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places
was approved in September at the
federal level, the final stage in the
process. The listing is the culmi-
nation of a community-initiated §
effort that has been two years
in the making. It has required
the active participation of sev-
eral Heights residents, with
the expert guidance and as-
sistance of Landmarks Asso-
ciation.

The National Register is
the country’s official list of
buildings, structures, sites,
objects and districts that
are considered significant
in America’s heritage.
The Tower Grove
Heights Historic Dis-
trictis an important ex-
ample of turn-of-the-
century development
and architecture.
Over 200 different
builders worked in
the Heights, but the
established restric-
tions resulted in an
architectural con-
sistency that is
quite unusual.
The district is
also remarkably
intact. Boundaries of the dis-
trict are Grand, Arsenal, Gustine and
McDonald.

In addition to the recognition of the
architectural significance of the neigh-
borhood, this listing opens up new tax

Historic Heights

credits for rehab projects. If you have a ma-
jor rehab planned, you may be eligible for
the state’s 25% historic tax credit.
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Auction Advertisement (St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, June 17, 1905)

www.towergroveheights.com

Commercial/rental renovations may also
be eligible for a 20% federal tax credit.
Listing on the National Register does not
impose any restrictions on what you do
with your property, although it will be con-
sidered in any applica-
tion for a
demoli-
tion per-
mit. To re-
ceive his-
toric tax
credits, re-
hab projects
will have to
meet specific
architectural
and historical
guidelines. For
information on
these tax credit
programs, have a
look at the state’s
web page at: http://
mostateparks.com/
hpp/TaxCrdts.htm
or call the city’s
Cultural Resources
Office at 622-3400.
Thank you to Lynn
Josse of Landmarks
Association (and a
Tower Grove East resi-
dent) for providing most
of the material included
in this article.
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How To Get There.
Take any car line in St. Louis
crossing Grand avenue. Ask
for a transfer south to Arsenal
street or take Fourth street line
% direct or Arsenal street line di-
A rect.
. Branch office at Grand av-
enue and Arsenal street.
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President’s Column

By Michael Renner

If you're like me (God forbid, but
let’s pretend just this once), you expe-
rience a certain calm when you drive

into our neigh-
borhood. The

always goes wrong. Maybe your car got
broken into, maybe you witnessed a
street crime, maybe you saw someone
throw out the remains of their ten-pack
White Castle meal in front of your
house. Yet we
know things

tree-1lined
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have improved.

streets, the
mostly well-kept

If home values
were the sole in-

homes and the
gardens seem to melt away whatever
stresses that came home with you. When
[ see people walking their dogs and wav-
ing at neighbors I truly believe Tower
Grove Heights is an oasis of city living.
When I go to our neighborhood meet-
ings I also feel that we are an oasis of
civic involvement. Looking around
other associations like Grand Oak Hill
and Tower Grove East, I know that they
too are actively involved in neighbor-
hood issues. That is the strength of this
area. And it’s also happening in North
City, the inner-ring suburbs and many
other communities in the St. Louis area.
It is easy to become cynical today.
Sometimes it feels that no matter what
we do as involved residents, something

NEIGHBORHOOD A SSOCIATION

dicator of a
strong neighborhood, Tower Grove
Heights would be a blue chip stock. But,
of course, we didn’t move here think-
ing our homes would increase in value
10% a year; we moved here for reasons
broader and deeper than mere financial
factors (though I’'m not complaining).

More and more new folks are settling
down here. And like Martha Stewart
says, that’s a good thing. If you have
read this far, you’'re now realizing that
there really isn’t any point to this piece.
It’s just my personal feeling about liv-
ing in a neighborhood that continually
delights me. And to all you folks who
settled here, you homesteaders, con-
gratulations on setting the foundation
for an oasis.

Why even consider a checking account that steadily chips away at your balance?
At Commerce, we offer totally FREE CHECKING.

+ No monthly fees
v No minimum balance
v  Unlimited check writing

Tower Grove Banking Center
3134 South Grand
746-8211

“For my money, it’s Commerce.”

4,
s=5y Commerce Bank

Member FDIC

Announcements

Congratulations to the three top win-
ners of the 2001 TGHNA Garden
Awards. They are: Tricia Heliker (3800
block of Hartford), Henry and Sandy
Osborne (3800 block of Humphrey),
and Suzanne and Tom Rhodenbaugh
(3700 block of Arsenal). Look for an
article and photos in the next Gazette.

The Gazette would like to welcome
Julia Engelhardt and Mark Berry of the
3600 block of Juniata as the new Busi-
ness Managers. They have lived in the
neighborhood approximately one year
and are enthusiastic about working with
the neighborhood association.

Congratulations and thank you to
Matt Fernandes who has volunteered to
become the new editor of the Gazette.
Matt has experience writing for the
Post-Dispatch, and will bring a strong
background of experience with him.
Thanks for stepping up Matt.

Congratulations are also in order for
Vicki Kearns, whose light pole banner
design was selected by a vote of the
TGHNA members present at the Octo-
ber.General Meeting. We had many
outstanding submissions and we thank
all those who participated.

HODAK’S

Restaurant & Bar

ek Lo s conE

10 LB. CHICKEN WINGS

50 PC. FRIED CHICKEN .............
100 PC. FRIED CHICKEN ..........
SLAW (GALLON)

BAKED BEANS {(GALLON}
POTATO SALAD (GALLON) ...

$41.70
$83.40

312.00

BANQUET ROOM
Now Available
40-100

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS

2100 Gravois * 776-7292 S




Restaurant Review -
Bar Italia

By Tim and Deb Akin

Bar Italia has been a fixture in the
Central West End for almost 3 years. Its
original location was about a half block
from where it is located today and was
very small and intimate. The original
restaurant had an old world charm that
we liked; we were anxious to see if the
new location would measure up in terms
of the food quality and atmosphere. It
did not disappoint to say the least.

The new location has become very
popular because of the expanded size of
the indoor seating, the large bar area and,
most of all, the expanded outdoor area.
In addition to allowing more patrons to
dine al fresco, an area has been set aside
for entertainment. The music and the
large number of patrons dining outside
created a much livelier experience but
certainly less intimate setting than the
restaurant’s former location. All in all
we enjoyed the atmosphere and are
happy the relocation has been so suc-
cessful.

Bar Italia’s new location has not di-
minished the quality of the food or ser-
vice. In addition to the popular favor-
ites such as tortellini, linquine miramare
and pollo agro dolce, the specials are al-
ways very tempting. We tried two spe-
cials on our last visit: rainbow trout pre-
pared with a fruit sauce and a butternut
squash ravioli which was terrific. In one
of our rare dessert moments, we tried a
raspberry cake special that was one of
the best cakes we have ever tasted.

Bar Italia is located at 13 Maryland
Plaza in the Central West End. They are
open Tuesday through Sunday for lunch
and dinner. Reservations are recom-
mended. If you are planning to dine out-
side, reservations are almost certainly
required on the weekend (assuming nice
weather). Dress is casual but you won’t
be out of place in more formal attire.
For more information and reservations
call 314-361-7010.
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St. Pius the Fifth Church
and Paﬁsh School

Saturday - 4:30 pm
Sunday - 7:30 & 10:00 am

Parish School

Excellent educational opportunities
18-1 student/teacher ratio
Grades K- 8

772-1525 Rectory - 773-8770 School

WWW.SIDIUSY.0rg - SIDIusv(@Sstpiusy.org

3310 S. Grand Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63118

Sun 12-5 |
Mon, Wed-Sat 10-8/
Closed Tuesday |

YOUR NEIGHBORHQOD GIET SHOP

220 Soth Grard - 85152 TS ADLcom,
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A Place o of
for

Everyone

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church

Corner of Oak Hill & Connecticut
4111 Connecticut, St. Louis MO 63116 —Call us at 664-5525

Sunday School 9:15 am, Worship 10:30 am




A Note From Your
Alderwoman

By Jennifer Florida

A redevelopment plan for Gravois
Plaza was introduced to the Tax Incre-
ment Finance Commission, Wednesday,
August 15th. KIMCO Corporation in-
tends to begin demolition of the Plaza
this November. The plans for the Plaza
include complete demolition and re-
grading of the entire Plaza. Shop-n-Save
is the anchor in lease. We have the plans
circulating our neighborhood meetings.
The new improved Gravois Plaza will
be an “L”-shaped shopping center. We
look forward to the new construction to
begin in March of 2002.

Allegiant Bank is in the process of
acquiring South Side National Bank. If
acquisition is successful, Allegiant will
continue banking at the Grand and
Gravois site. Allegiant has demonstrated
its willingness to partner with the com-
munity, the Grand & Gravois Coalition
by retaining architects and engineers to
examine the historic landmark. They are
in conversation with a reputable devel-
oper exploring the possibility of turning
the tower into market rate housing. [ am
encouraged by the progress that has been
made.

Just a reminder...we NEED Block
Captains! The Block Captains meet at
Grand Oak Hill at Juniata and Bent, the
last Monday of the month at 7:00p.m.

If you have a problem/nuisance prop-
erty, please contact me. I need calls for
service (911) associated with the nui-
sance property. I will refer the property
to the citywide nuisance committee. If
you need a city service, you may call
Citizen’s Service Bureau 622-4800. If
you feel it requires my attention, please
call me. Leave your name, address and
phone number and request on my voice
mail at the Board of Aldermen at 622-
3763.

Thank you for the opportunity you
have given me to serve you.
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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
FEATURES:
FULL COLOR PHOTO
LARGE 5” X 7” CARDS

HEAVY CARD PAPER

GLOSSY FRONT

“SEASON’S GREETINGS” ON
INSIDE

ENVELOPES INCLUDED

COVER IMAGE: A BEAUTIFUL COLOR PHOTOGRAPH OF A SNOWY
TOWER GROVE PARK PAVILION. ARTWORK DONATED BY
WENDY WERNER OF WERNER PHOTOGRAPHY.

To Order: (fill out the bottom half of this sheet and mail today)

Name:
Address:

Cards will be deliv-

Phone Number: ered beginning on

November 1st and
thereafter within one
week of receiving
order.

dozen cards at $10 per dozen = $

— single cardsat$ 1 pencard = $
tax deductible donation to TGHNA = $
Total = $

Please make check payable to Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood
Association and mail to:

Holiday Cards :

. Questions?
Tower Grove Heights Gazette Call'D o Hivat:
3735 Connecticut St. (314) 865-0040

St. Louis, MO 63116

For more information
on homes for sale
or lease, call
Susie Gudermuth
(314) 771-7097

Urban ]iving

Tower with

Homes

In the Business of Neighborhood Building

2 small
town feel.




The Amish Would Approve

By Amanda E. Doyle

Imagine the hard work, the stick-to-it-
tiveness, the sheer sense of being part of a
community larger than yourself that it takes
to pull off the traditional Amish barn-rais-
ing. It’s an all-day affair, starting from
nothing and ending with tangible accom-
plishment because so many hands made
light work.

My husband and I had a similar experi-
ence earlier this spring, albeit in reverse:
we hosted a good, old-fashioned garage

those to the reader’s imagination. My hus-
band, still glued to the computer, assumed
my outburst signified dog barfing, a rather
mundane occurrence in our four-animal
household. I finally managed to spit out that
our garage was on fire. Brian sprinted from
the house with a camera and, of all things, a
screwdriver. (He imagined some violent en-
counter with the perpetrator wherein Brian
fastened him to a wall, perhaps, until the cops
arrived.) I dialed 911.

As we stood in the alley, waiting for the
fire trucks, I wavered between thinking, “OK,

television lines had been smoked), started
to drift back indoors. A few stayed to chat
for a long time.

All in all, we were very lucky to have
gotten away with no significant damage to
health or property, save for the loss of our
garage. Standing there at midnight on Eas-
ter Sunday, though, we felt pretty helpless.
I had no idea what our next move should
be.

Well, eventually our next move was to
get that useless garage shell out of there.
After the insurance adjuster came, we
thought surely we could tear

razing. Hard work? Oh,
yeah. Stick-to-it-
tiveness? Nobody
stopped until the garage
was gone. And it was a
seriously awe-inspiring
reminder of how much
larger our community is
than ourselves.

Let me back up to
where this all started:
well, it started behind our
house. The “it,” in this
case, being a rather rag-
ing fire, which some no-
good-nik felt compelled
to start in the dumpster in
our alley, setting to flame
a pile of discarded

the thing down. We and our
friends, we reasoned, were
up to the task of mindless
| destruction. Itcould evenbe
w1 fun.

We issued a call, via per-
sonal e-mails and the Tower
Grove list, for folks to come
to an Urban Garage Razing.
Our end of the deal? Bev-
erages and food. Nothing
says party like free food.

On the designated Satur-
day, we were astonished by
the outpouring of support
— from our friends, yes, but
even more from people we
had no idea would be there.

couches next to the :
dumpster for good measure. (The couches
and other household waste continue to
emanate from a foul four-family behind
us, but that’s a whole ‘nother story...)

So, imagine you're me, and it’s Easter
Sunday night, and you’re feeling rather
smug with yourself (as [ was) because you
have retired to bed at the sensible hour of
10. Good, we’ve set the scene. I was read-
ing a bit before turning out the light, and I
kept vaguely hearing popping and snap-
ping sounds coming from the alley. Call
me jaded, but I’ve grown to expect a few
unidentified noises from the urban envi-
ronment, so I didn’teven look up from my
book. The noises continued, getting more
frequent, so I leaned forward on the bed
and looked out our bedroom window to
see our garage in flames so high they licked
over the roof.

Expletives may have been uttered, but
since this is a family newsletter, I will leave
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this fire is not that bad, and no one’s home is
threatened, and there was nothing that great
in there anyway,” to thinking, “Oh my God,
this is huge! It’s a blazing inferno! We
shouldn’t be standing here!” My compromise
position was to hop the short fence and stand
in our neighbors’ yard. Our sweet neighbor,
the late Dorsey Williams, prepared to give it
a go with his garden hose when the
firefighters arrived and blew right by him
with their pressurized hoses.

Within 20 minutes, it was all over, al-
though one fireman lingered, soaking the roof
and every single red ember he could see to
prevent further flare-ups. Our garage looked
pitiful, with all the wooden window frames
and doors having been torn out, to great bursts
of smoke. As we stood there, expecting (o
be briefed, “Law and Order”-style, the
firefighters packed up their equipment and
rolled out. Curious neighbors, (most of whom
had only been forced outside when their cable

There were co-workers,
friends from “across Grand” we met dur-
ing the Hartford home demolition debacle,
and even one person we had never met be-
fore. He just came, he said, because he
wanted to help. Folks showed up with tools
and protective gear and mechanical and en-
gineering knowledge: all good to have when
you're tearing down a garage. The crowd
grew so quickly that I returned to Gustine
Market twice to replenish the beer supply.
Our friends and neighbors went to work like
a horde of crazed worker ants, making quick
work of deconstructing our garage. By early
afternoon, it was picked clean, with only
one subsequent tetanus shot required for the
whole bunch.

I believe that what goes around comes
around, and it was gratifying to see so many
members of our life’s circle show up to help
when help was needed. Many people search
so long for a neighborhood like ours; enjoy
1t.



Report from the Capitol

By Sen. Patrick Dougherty

Protecting Missouri’s children has always
been my top priority, and I'm pleased that
this session we were able to pass legisla-
tion to step up the fight against lead poison-
ing.

Rep. Russ Carnahan and I teamed up to
pass into law much needed changes to our
lead statutes. Under this measure, all chil-
dren 6-months to 6-years-old with a “high-
risk” of having lead poisoning will be tested.

An important part of this new law will
now require, which the state has authority
over, providing lead screenings for children
and for pregnant women.

Missouri is the highest producer of lead
in the nation, and consequently, remains a
high-risk state for lead exposure. Those
most at risk include children living in hous-
ing built before 1950, when lead paint was
in heavy use, children living in older houses
under renovation and children who have
siblings or playmates who were poisoned.
Because very young children tend to put
everything in their mouths, they are most
likely to get lead poisoning from the dust
and chips from paint that has lead in it.

Sadly, Missouri children are at an espe-
cially high risk for a variety of reasons in-
cluding the abundance of old housing stock
in every county of the state. The City of St.
Louis ranks with Kansas City, New York,
Baltimore, and Providence, R.I., as one of
the largest cities in the nation with a high
concentration of old, privately-owned hous-
ing.

As part of SB 266, children living in geo-
graphic high risk areas will be tested for lead
poisoning, and the state will determine
which areas are at high risk.

In addition, as part of legislation, the
health department will be more accountable
for reporting lead poisoning cases. All lead
level reports must include a patient’s full
address and blood lead level. All lead poi-
soning cases must be reported to local pub-
lic health boards and agencies. The health
department must define high-risk areas
throughout the state and must report annu-
ally on the children living in those areas.

The measure requires nearly all insurance
companies in the state to provide coverage
for lead poisoning and would set up a fund

to pay for children who are uninsured. I was
able to insure that $1.3 million of the state’s
2001-2002 fiscal year budget will go toward
funding and screening children for lead poi-

soning. This $1.3 million will come out of

the $374 million Missouri received in May
as the first installment of the state’s share
of the national tobacco settlement. Fees for
blood tests will now be credited to the Child-
hood Lead Testing Fund.

In Missouri, the average incidence rate
of lead poisoning for children under the age
of 61is 11%, three times higher than the na-
tional average. From now on, parents in

high-risk areas must provide evidence of

lead testing to childcare facilities. Lead poi-
soning can lead to many problems such as
learning disabilities and behavioral prob-
lems, and at high doses, seizures and even
death. These problems can be avoided by
simply testing for lead poisoning.

Missouri now joins at least eight states,
including [llinois, that have various lead
testing requirements.

If you would like a copy of this or any
other piece of legislation please don’t hesi-
tate to call my office at (573) 751-3599 or
e-mail me at pat dougherty@
senate.state.mo.us. A copy of this bill can
also be obtained on the Senate’s web page.

4031 Parker Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63116
Tele: 314-772-1948

PATRICK DOUGHERT‘Y
MISSOURI SENATE
4TH DISTRICT

Tele: 573-751-3599 FAX: 5731510266

email: pat_ dcuvherty(”}senate state.mo.us

SENATOR

Office:
Room 425, State Capitol
Jefferson City, MO 65101
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What other shop has
Accessories & Gifts

so many things that

Interior Design

are so much fun?

Extraordinary Flower

Everything we do adds beauty to your life!

3014 South Grand Blvd = Saint Louis, Missouri = 314-772-7674
11725 Manchester Road = Des Peres, Missouri = 314-909-8866

our home is more than

where you live — it's who

you are! Botanicals on the

Park’s unusual selection of
home furnishings and accessories,
along with our interior design
services, help you reflect your
unique good taste by creating rooms
that are beautiful, comfortable and
elegant. And at Botanicals,

excellence is surprisingly affordable.

DOTANICAIS,

>
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Grand South Grand House & Garden Tour

By O. John Groebel

The ninth annual Grand
South Grand House and
Garden Tour will be held
Saturday and Sunday, April
20 and 21, 2002, from
11:00 AM — 5 PM. It’s
never too early to start
planning for this great
event. We are always look-
ing for additional neigh-
borhood volunteers for our
committees or to help out
on the days of the tour.
Contact information is pro-
vided below if you are in-
terested in helping us show
off our beautiful neighbor-
hoods.

The tour features twelve
(12) unique and beautiful
residences that showcase
diverse styles of city living
at its best! The tour fea-
tures homes from the fol-
lowing five historic neigh-
borhoods along South
Grand Avenue: Compton
Heights, Compton Hill
Reservoir Square, Shaw,
Tower Grove East, and
Tower Grove Heights.

The homes offer beauti-
ful and unusual interior and
exterior architectural fea-
tures and turn of the cen-

tury craftsmanship. The interiors re-

2001 Grand South Grand House & Garden Tour poster.
You can design the 2002 poster. The tour committee is
currently accepting submissions. Use the contact informa-

JoAERNE

Grand *+ South Grand * House Tour

April 21 & 22,2001
tl am-5pm

tion provided at the end of the article.

Victorian to contemporary, with some
flect a rich variety that ranges from of everything in between. The interior

e
GRAND PAST ¢+ GRAND PRESENT

Compron Heights, Compton Hill Reservoir Square. Shaw, Tower Grove East and Tower Grove Heights

BRI

Gl NI

s Al IL1 1of IN

2233 S. Grand

Introducing Mary McLellan -- The newest member of our design team.
Bring in this coupon and receive $5.00 off of cuts, colors, foils, and perms.
For appointment with Mary, call 771-9001 l

St. Louis, MO 63104

314-771-9001

detail, beauty, and gra-
ciousness of the homes of-
ten surprises tour-goers
because the exteriors are
often understated.

Unlike most house tours
that feature a single neigh-
borhood, the five neigh-
borhoods work together to
stage the largest St. Louis
house tour. We are proud
of our individual neighbor-
hoods and we work to-
gether as a supportive
community for the resi-
dents, businesses and insti-
tutions located in the
South Grand neighbor-
hoods. The proceeds from
the tour are used for
projects that benefit the
five South Grand Neigh-
borhoods.

Advance tickets will be
$12.00 and tickets on the
days of the tour will be
$15.00. Discounts will be
available for groups of 20
or more. Group tour plan-
ning information is avail-
able by request. Children
12 and under are free. The
ticket booth and tour start-
ing point are at the Water
Tower Park (NE Corner
South Grand & Russell).
Because the tour is self-
paced, the tickets are valid for both
days in case you don’t complete the
tour in one day.

Free shuttle busses will be provided
between the ticket booth and homes,
however, you can walk, bicycle or
drive yourself (map provided). Enter-
tainment will be offered in many of
the homes.

For additional information and
group rates or fo volunteer to help with
the house tour, .contact O. John
Groebl, Co-Chairperson of the Tour
Committee, (314) 776-3017.




Resident Profile - Rocky Keel

By Erin O’Reilly

As promised, I am profiling some-
one of the male gender this issue. His
name is Robert Oscar Keel but he is
known as Rocky. His mother did not
want him to be called Bob so she
added a y to his initials and came up
with Rocky. Keel, according to his
brother who has researched the fam-
ily background, is probably of Irish
or English background. He has some
German heritage from his mother’s
side of the family and has lived in
Germany and is fluent in German. He
grew up in Maplewood but has made
the city his home for a long time, in-
cluding 11 years in Tower Grove
Heights! He and his wife, Jane, knew
they wanted to buy a house on the 36-
3700 block of Hartford and found one
to their liking in 1990.

Rocky obtained his undergraduate
degree in 1974 from Kalamazoo Uni-
versity in Kalamazoo, Michigan (the
home of Checker Cab, Gibson guitars,
and Upjohn). He came back home for
graduate studies at Washington Uni-
versity and obtained a Master’s degree
in 1976. His unfinished dissertation on
the social psychology of physical dis-
ability still sits in a box somewhere
in his basement. He was attracted to
sociology because it helped him to
make sense of all the social changes
that influenced his youth. His spe-
cialty is the sociology of deviant be-
havior and most specifically, the so-
cial factors surrounding drug and al-
cohol use. Over the past few years he
has also become interested in the re-
lationship between society and tech-
nology with a focus on how society
influences technological change. For
the past 12 years he has worked at
UM-St. Louis as a lecturer in the So-
ciology Department. His favorite
course is Introduction to Sociology,
and he has had the pleasure, over the
past twenty-five years, of introducing
over 5000 students to the study of so-

ciety. Rocky is self-educated in both
woodworking and in computer tech-
nology. He has put both skills to good
use: he had a woodworking business
for 11 years, and he now coordinates
online teaching resources at UMSL in
addition to teaching sociology classes.
He met his wife, Jane, through a
mutual friend, in 1983. They had their
first date in February and proceeded
to betrothal in June! Jane is a RN who
has specialized in Labor and Deliv-
ery nursing since the early 1980°s. She
has welcomed lots of babies into the
world! Jane had just returned from
Germany when they met, and they re-
turned to Germany and lived in
Wuerzburg for the first 3 years of their
marriage. Rocky worked for the army
as educational coordinator for the
army’s drug abuse prevention pro-
gram, and Jane worked for the army
as a L and D nurse. They also took
advantage of the opportunity to travel
extensively throughout Europe.
Rocky and Jane have two daugh-

ters: Hannah is 10, and Abigail is 8,
and they are both students at Kennard
CJA school. Rocky and Jane are ac-
tive as parent volunteers at Kennard.
They also belong as a family to the
Concordia Turners Gymnastic Soci-
ety. This club harks back to the late
1800°s and was established by Ger-
man immigrants to St. Louis. In addi-
tion to gymnastics, it also offers
dance, trampoline and exercise facili-
ties, various family activities, and has
an outdoor pool! (That sounds like a
great resource for us city families!)
Rocky is putting his woodworking
expertise to use in the refinishing of
the3™ floor of their house. Hannah and
Abigail are looking forward to hav-
ing their own bedrooms up there. The
family also hosts foreign exchange
students from Germany during the
summers, so they can use the extra
space! He could be constructing a
lookout up there for observing devi-
ant behaviors in our neighborhood—
so watch out all you deviant TGHians!

~ BLUMENFELD
KAPLAN
e &

SANDWEISS, P.C.

A full service law firm providing
creative solutions to the business community

Bankruptcy

Business Law

Computer Technology
Construction

Electronic Commerce
Employee Benefits

Estate Planning
Franchise and Distribution
Government Contracts
Health Care
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Immigration

Intellectual Property
Labor and Employment
Litigation

Mergers and Acquisitions
Municipal Finance

Real Estate

Tax Planning
Telecommunications
Zoning
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For more information, please contact us at
Phone: 314/863-0800 Email: lawyer @bks-law.com
168 N. Meramec, Fourth Floor, St. Louis, Missouri 63105
Or visit our website at www.bks-law.com



Toward an Urban Conservation Ethic

By Rick Clinebell

Here in Tower Grove Heights, we live
amidst a pretty much common, ordinary,
garden-variety type of vegetation, with a
recently protected little piece of rather
flamboyant (some might say too flamboy-
ant) reconstructed prairie embedded
therein. Since my passion is not a stamp
collection, or a collection of sculpture, or
something that can be hidden inside my
house, the plants are visible for all to
see. Some of these sightings result in
neighbors” wishing to have some of
these plants in their yards, which is
gratifying. ,

One of the plants that has made
many friends is butterflyweed, a na-
tive milkweed with bright orange
flowers which got crowded out in my
own collection, but which has
bloomed beautifully in the garden of
Donna and Terry Mayes the past two
years. Since the Mayes live just across
the street, with a hot, south-facing front
lawn, butterflyweed does very well
there, as one of its habitats are the hot,
dry glades of the Missouri Ozarks. How-
ever, there is only one plant, and since the
species is self-incompatible, it does not
set seed. Soon as it cools down a bit, we
will be adding a bunch more
butterflyweeds to the front of the Mayes
house, along with some other Ozark glade
plants that only grow about two feet tall.
This is very nice to look forward to as,
here, there is “no more room in the inn.”
According to Terry, “Donna just loves her
butterflyweed,” and I feel fortunate to be
able to supply more of them, to make a
wider display. In planning out how to do
this, it occurred to me that Donna’s expe-
rience is exactly the process that led me
to want to grow wildflowers and then be-
come interested in prairie conservation,
and then be concerned with the preserva-
tion of biodiversity and other issues of
conservation ethics.

I suppose amidst the stress of modern
life, an urban conservation ethic is the fur-
thest thing from people’s minds. And yet,
things like butterflyweeds and butterflies
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and native songbirds can take one’s mind
away from the stress that accompanies the
challenge to protect our neighborhood
from degeneration into lawlessness which
is a very real and constant threat to all ur-
ban neighborhoods. One of the great joys
of tending a wildflower garden on this
little plot of land in south St. Louis is the
opportunity to have a visual feast of but-
terflies which climaxes each year in Au-
gustand September. Although it was a bit

strange at first to watch our monarchs fly-
ing about the front yard, and then back to
the back yard, and then back to the front
yard ad infinitum, there is much satisfac-
tion to be derived from contemplating
their companionship, and from knowing
that the hard work that has gone into pro-
viding a meaningful habitat for them has
been successful.

Parenthetically, dealing successfully
with complaints about the wildflower gar-
den to the City is a part of that steward-
ship. The four complaints (in ten months!)
that Don and I have sustained regarding
the garden do not originate with the City,
but rather from initiation by someone here
in the neighborhood. While the policy is
such that it is not possible to learn from
whom these complaints have come, they
can be defended successfully, for there is
nothing wrong with landscaping with
wildflowers. It is not illegal. What is ille-
gal is allowing noxious weeds to grow on
one’s property, and city employees are
slowly beginning to learn how to tell the

difference between wildflowers and
weeds.

Back to my main point about how to
maintain sanity amidst the stress of mod-
ern life. There is a healing power to the
human soul that nature provides. One does
not see rooms in art museums devoted to
French Impressionist paintings of lawns,
but every major museum in the world has
such rooms festooned with glorious paint-
ings of flowery meadows. If Monet or
. Renoir were to appear in Tower Grove
Heights for a day, easel and paints in
hand, T wonder what they would stop
and paint? [ would like to think it might
be Donna’s butterflyweed or perhaps
the wildflower display in my back
yard. Vanity aside, I doubt they would
- have chosen to paint a zoysia grass
| lawn!

: In addition to being beautiful, wild-
flower gardens play a role in mitigat-
ing the gross climatic changes that
have occurred in all major industrial-
ized cities due the barrenness of their
| vegetation. In Chicago, plantings are

=

. occurring on the roofs of skyscrapers

in recognition of the fact of the cooling
effects of vegetation, and as cities con-
tinue to create their own uncomfortable
climates, one can hope that awareness of
the need to mitigate urban desertification
will continue. Frankly, I would not have
believed — a decade ago — that gardens on
the roofs of skyscrapers as a mitigation of
the shortfalls of urban ecology would oc-
cur outside the domain of fiction. I won-
der if there are any butterflyweeds on
those skyscrapers!

An urban conservation ethic begins
with a single butterflyweed. While most

people would not want the tall and wild

tangle of native plants that I keep in their
own yards, there are many non-aggres-
sive natives of low stature and high beauty,
like the butterflyweed, which blend im-
perceptibly into the most traditional of
landscapes. These are the ones that I can
promote the easiest, the ones that can form
a basis for expanding an urban conserva-
tion ethic into the fabric of the neighbor-
hood.



Take Me Out to The
Ballgame! Redux

By Patty Schneider

Several of your neighbors in the
Tower Grove Heights neighborhood
answered that call and assisted with the
concession stand fund-raiser. The
neighborhood association has been
staffing a concession stand at the Car-
dinals games as a fund-raiser. The as-
sociation receives 9% of the total stand
profit for a night game and 12% of the
total stand profit for a day game. Dur-
ing this past season, we worked four
games and raised nearly $1700 for the
neighborhood.

The benefit of this type fund-raiser
is that other than time, it does require

any other resources. This can be a year-
round and very profitable fund-raiser for
the neighborhood association. There are
opportunities to staff concession stands
at events both at the Savvis Center and
the TWA Dome. If you are interested
in participating, a training session is
mandatory. Please let one of your board
members know if you are interested in
helping out.

A very special thanks goes out to all
the volunteers who gave up a few hours
of their day to assist in this project this
summer! The following people have
volunteered in the concession stand
(please forgive me if I leave out or mis-
spell any names): Virlene Reicherts,
Kurt Cummisky, Diane Hurwitz, Jodie
Heliker, Mervin Crigler, Michael
Renner, Meg Renner, Amanda Doyle,

Tom Rhodenbaugh, Ross Hammond,
David Gibson, Joe Ogier, Rick
Armstrong, Tod Martin, Sara Langan,
David Gray, Sue Roberts, Pam, Patty
Schneider, Cary Leimbach, Mark Berry,
Julia Engelhardt, Tim O’Leary, Jan
O’Leary, Dave Nissen and to all other
who has assisted in some manner.

Lucas Optometry, Inc

TODD N. LUCAS, 0.D.

Eye Examinations  Contact Lenses ¢ Eye Glasses
3165 South Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63118

Participatory Provider for

Blue Choice
Group Health Plan
and Many Other Vision & Eye Health Plans

Office Hours By Appointment (314) 772-3737

THE WINTER HOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST

Host: Kendall Winter

g E Give Your Out-of-Town Guests a Home
_ Away from Home

3522 rsenal Street

Saint Louis, Missouri 63118 (314) 664-4399

Kurt E. Wolfgram
Attorney at Law

Personal Injury
and Commercial Litigation

telephone (314)361-2700
fax (314)361-2052

4500West Pine, suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63108
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The Tattler - National Night Out

By Sara Langan

National Night Out, a party celebrating
neighborhoods and symbolizing resident
involvement, occurred on Tuesday, Au- -
gust 7" It was a wonderful opportunity
for residents to connect and children to
have fun playing in the streets safely.

Here is a collection of pictures from the
participating blocks: 36-3700 Utah, 36-
3700 Humphrey, 3800 Humphrey, and
collaboration parties for 36-3700, 3800
Juniata and 36-3700 Hartford/Arsenal.
Highlights include the Pepsi Challenge, a
fire truck visit, cooking in the streets and
lots of conversation. Thanks Block Rep-
resentatives for making it happen!
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TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS
NEIGHBORHOOD

ASSOCIATION
Monthly meetings 7:15 PM on 4th
Tuesday, First Church of Divine Science,
3617 Wyoming St.
President: Michael Renner
President Elect: Brian Marston
Past President: Cheryl Jones
Secretary: Diane Hurwitz
Asst. Secretary: Margaret Prichard
Treasurer: Jodie Heliker

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Block Representatives: Sara Langan
Fun & Fundraising: Vacant
Gazette: Tod A. Martin
Membership: Margaret Prichard
Neighborhood Improvement & Safety:
Joe Ogier and Andrew Haberern
Telephone Inquiry Service: Jean lezzi
Webmaster: LeAnne Lis

BLOCK REPRESENTATIVES
3600/3700 Arsenal
Dennis Fortna
3800 Arsenal
Elliott Blevins
Fredric Rissover
3600/3700 Hartford

Bobbie Ohmer
Sue Stefanski
3800 Hartford
Ross Hammond
_ Joe Thele
3600/3700 Juniata
Jill Nissen
Robin Vannoy
3800 Juniata
= Gl -
Lucinda McNary
3600/3700 Connecticut
Larry Handlin
3800 Connecticut
Chris & Diane Howard
~ David Nothmann
- 3600/3700 Wyoming
Janet Golitko
3800 Wyoming
Laura Stadelman
/ Pat Strawhun
3600/3700 Humphrey
Sue Clavin
3800 Humphrey
Erin L. O'Reilly
Cathy Vanderheyden
3600/3700 Utah Place
Mary Duggan
3800 Utah Place
Veda Lynn
Susie Gudermuth

TGHNA Holiday Card sales! See page S!

Buy yours before we sell out!

Volunteers needed
The neighborhood association is looking for volunteers to help put on the Holi-
day in the Heights party, an annual party for the whole neighborhood. The time
commitment is relatively small and the work is easy. If you have an interest in
helping out, please contact Michael Renner at 773-2527.

Upcoming meetings:
Tuesday, November 27
There is no meeting in December.

Tower Grove Heights Needs You!

If you have not been mailed a copy of this Gazette, you are not a member. Join
today and you will be mailed all 6 issues of the Gazette. Membership dues raise
more funds for the neighborhood than any other activity. Please show your support
for your association and your neighborhood by joining today!

Memberships are as follows, please check ONE:

Individual (1 vote) $7/yr

Family (2 votes) $12/yr

Renaissance (1 vote) $20/yr (Includes a set of TGH note cards)

Business (1 vote) $25/yr (Includes 10% discount on Gazette Ad for 6 issues)

Please PRINT.

Name Return this form and your check
to your block representative or

Address mail to Tower Grove Heights
Neighborhood Association, 3735

Phone

Connecticut, St. Louis, MO 63116.
Email Address

Please check ONE:
Yes, include me in the 2002 Neighborhood Buzz Book.
No, do not include me in the 2002 Neighborhood Buzz Book.
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