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TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS
GENERAL MEETING

By Tom Booth

The September meeting of the
Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood
Association was held on Monday
evening September 19 at the Divine
Science Church at 3617 Wyoming. A
good turnout of interested residents
was on hand to listen to and discuss
issues with Rep. Pat Dougherty,
Alderwoman Geraldine Osborne,
Linda Horn, Recycling Program Mana-
ger of the city’s Refuse Division, and
Darlene Rich, the Grand Oak Hill
housing manager.

Pat Dougherty led off the meeting
presenters with a discussion of recent
legislation that allows area residents
fo take an owner of a nuisance
property to small claims court. Also
discussed were the future ramifica-
tions of EPA regulations requiring
emissions testing on our automobiles,
and lastly, the Hancock Il measure
which will be on the ballot in Novem-
ber, which if passed will cut funds for
education, mental health, and our
prisons most dramatically.
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Following Pat, Linda Horn, mana-
ger of the city’s recycling program
spoke about the effectiveness of recy-
cling. she said that recycling reduces
our energy usage and the amount of
space we need in landfills. She identi-
fied our neighborhood’s recycling cen-
ter drop-off bins as located at the
firehouse at 3523 Magnolia, and men-
tioned that the yard waste dumpsters
would continue to be emptied through-
out the Winter, but only once a month.

Following ‘Ms. Horn, Alderwoman
Geraldine Osborne spoke about the
shortage of jail cells, and the fact that
area residents need betier access to
find out the owners of problem pro-
perty in their neighborhood.

Darlene Rich, Grand Oak Hill
housing manager talked a little about
the services available at the Grand
Oak Hill center and then focused in on
what is offered through their housing
office. Property owners can receive
information on certain low interest
loan programs and can apply for
MHDC home improvement loans.

Ms. Rich discussed the apartment
owners association she started 2
years ago. The association was foun-
ded to help property owners under-
stand how to manage their property
better. They offer a credit screening
service ito screen rental applicants
and a packet of information including
real estate and inspection forms.

President elect Jean lezzi con-
tinued the discussions in the same
vein, talking about the Tower Grove
Heights Neighborhood Association’s
renter referral service. Jean men-
tioned that they need more rental units
since the service receives more
requests for apartments than they
have available. They also offer infor-
mation packets to rental property
owners, and a renter credit check for
$25. Jean discussed a number of
things owners should be aware of
when renting, and concluded the dis-
cussion by saying, “If you've got a
quality renter, they want a quality
apartment and THEY'LL PAY FOR IT.

Look for flyers announcing the next
time and date of the general meeting.

IN THIS ISSUE

In this Gazette, Tom Booth recounts the happenings at the TGHNA general meeting; while Don Hardin asks

residents their take on the O.J. Simpson case in “Since You Asked on page 2. Don Hardin reflects on his “city boy”
roots and his sojourn to the hinterland in “You Can Take the Boy...” on page 4. Victoria Cusumano Miles provides a
review of the steady progress on Grand on page 3. Marilyn Abbott profiles block captain Carol Hoffmeister on page 5.
For helpful tips that could prevent illness, be sure to review the lead poisoning check list on page 7. In “Police Beat”,
follow the play by play of the Third District Police Public Affairs meeting on September 8 by dependable Ed Schroeder.
On page 9, our own Ben Chu receives deserved professional recognition, and provides view of grass you might find
surprising on page 13. Caich the word from the state capitol and Pat Dougherty on page 9, and news of another
neighborhood improvement project on page 11. Terry Mayes explains what to do if you have a flat, on page 10; and on
page 12, be sure to review some guidelines that could keep your child safe.
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by Don Hardin

responsibly?

percent of those polled.

SINCE YOU ASKED

In this informal poll we asked 30 residents the two following questions: Do
you think O. J. Simpson is guilty? (and) Do you think the media has acted

The results are illustrated in the two graphs below. The values represent]
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Imagine how you can help. Call 577-5100 for information
on becoming a Garden Member or volunteer.

4344 Shaw Boulevard

St. Louis, Missouri

Doing More Than You'd Ever Imagine

Missouri Botanical Garden




Most neigh-
bors live on side-
streets with the
Grand South
Grand being our
own private
downifowrn, the

ON GRAND

with Victoria Cusumano Miles

and drink (you
guessed it,
more...); skip a
block south on
Grand to £Loward
D. Jones &
Co..zag over to

bustling business

section of the

community stretching from Arsenal to
Utah. Personally, my perspective’s
somewhat closer to the site of com-
merce than most, since for a decade,
've lived right ON Grand... looking
over, sometimes overlooking, the
diversity of life from “the front”.

| think we’d all agree things have
changed dramatically on South Grand
over the last ten years. In researching
those changes and gathering info for
this issue’s “On Grand” | gave Lenita
Moore a call. “Lenita, | want to tell the
neighbors about all of our wonderful
new businesses, can you help?” |
learned in just two years, 21 have
opened! | decided that was going
back far enough - am | writing a book
or an article? Opting for the shorter
version I'd like you 1o use some
imagery here; let's go for a walk to
see the new businesses “On Grand”.

Looking first west, from Grand &
Arsenal (see where the tables &
chairs are?) one of the newest mem-

bers of our business community,
“MoKkaBe's Coffee House”- an acro-
nym formed from the owners’ first
names, MokaBe’s is enjoying their
new location and, by the crowds,
likewise, I'm sure!

Head east (did | say that?) across
Grand to ‘Swreelside Hecords’, the
one-stop sound and ticket shop, con-
veniently located near your very own
sound system! Now zig-zag south
along Grand to the Dickman Building,
our lone skyscraper, with 3 new
additions! Aealtr Line Mgt, Heals
Care Concepis & Triune Commumnica-
tons. Zag, to St Louis Bread Co.
(more tables & chairs) and onward, to
Sears Porirait Stdio - that's only the
first block!

Zig at Hartford for a trio on the
west side of Grand; from the corner
there’s SoHo, South Ciy Direr (still
more tables & chairs) and 7%e Viniage
Haberdashery;, all across from the
new Aoosevelt Bank. On Juniata, one
stop west to Fas Tuesday's for food

Books & Co. for
noi-so-new
books, handmade jewelry and collect-
ibles; where shop-keepers and
patrons are pretty rare and collectible
themselves.

Finally, the 3200 block of South
Grand should get special mention for
having the most new businesses
open in the past 2 years. Seven in alll
CDS Groyp isurance and HNvest-
meni the Law Office - Rathym J.
Wysack, aty., Seete Mares Mexican
Restaurant, (with even more tables &
chairs!), Whiz Bam not your ordinary
video store, On The Grid & Around
The Workd, the Smart Bar and finally,
Pleadilly Antiguest

These 21 new businesses, new
nephbors, join with the old “stan-
dards” and all the shops and people
that's US) to make Grand the Very

rand South Grand it is!

Do your feet hurt, my feet hun,
anybody see a chair?...

Newly Expanded

SHELTON DAVIS

#Voted One of the Top 10 Salons in St. Louis”-Riverfront Times
“Featured Nationally in Salon Today Magazine”

In Addition to Professional Hair Care Services We Now Offer:
Manicures, Pedicures and Swedish Massage Therapy

Coming Soon:

Make-up, Skin-care & Facial Services

@
for an appointment call- 771 —4 70 0 —Evening Hours Available

Shelton Davis Gift Certificates Available-The Perfect Gift!

SHELTON DAVIS SALON

3210 SouTH GRAND
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YOU CAN TAKE THE BOY
OUT OF THE CITY BUT...

Levilors. Needless to say,
the whole time we were at
this wonderful old farm
house, | was planning it's
renovation (you have to do
something when there’s no

By Don Hardin

| was born in south St Louis,
Lutheran Hospital to be exact. This
was some time ago. Let it suffice to
say that, at that time, if you talked
about the Arch, you were talking about
a monument in Paris, France.

| went to grade school at Schruggs
School (Grand and Neosho). One of
those cookie cutter architectural won-
ders. They don't make em like that
anymore (they don’t maintain them
either). At age 10 | was dragged,
kicking and screaming, out to the
suburbs. Moving to the suburbs was
the thing to do in the 50’s. | im-
mediately started planning my escape
back to the city.

Thirty years later, | cut through the
barbed wire fence that surrounds
Spanish Lake and came back home.
Home to the maze of one-way sireets
named after states, defunct insurance
companies, or politicians from the
20’s. Back, within a bike ride of Ted
Drewe's (the real one on South
Grand). The Melba, The Ritz, The
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Virginia, and Shenandoah theaters
may have disappeared in my
absence, but that was OK. By this
time, VCR’s had been invented and |
could rent “The African Queen”, which
| saw in first run release at the Ritz,
and watch it in my home in the City.

When Richard (a.k.a. Chief Many
Maters) asked me to help him with his
dissertation, | said yes. It would in-
volve studying the pollination biology
of Cobaea Penstemons (huh?). |
figured a Penstemon was like a holly-
hock, an iris or maybe a rose (the
extent of my botanical exposure in
south St. Louis).

WRONG!! This plant, | was told, is
a very rare prairie plant which is only
found in a few places in the United
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of the hill.
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States. One of these places is in the
Konza Prairie jusf east of Kansas
City, Kansas. | still wasn’t nervous
(“Everything’s Up To Date in Kansas
City”). Kansas City has tall buildings,
interstate highways intersecting it
electric traffic signals, and | had heard
that cows no longer roam the streets
at will.

Well, Konza Prairie is susf 100
miles west of Kansas Cily, Kansas.
its in the middle of Kansas (now
there’s a horrifying thought).

So, with an adventurous spirit, |
helped packed the car and headed off
to a place where | was sure | would
be killed in a cattle stampede, kidnap-
ped by rustlers, or blown by a twister
all the way to the Emerald City.

We stayed at a 150 year old stone
farm house (complete with creaking
windmill) that served as a research
center. There was no air conditioning,
no TV, nothing but hills and valleys -
and stars. | had never seen so many
stars in my life. When you look up in
the city, you don’t see stars - you see

V).

For two weeks we wan-
dered the prairie. “It was the best of
times. It was the worst of times.” We
collected pollinators of Penstemons
(mostly very irate bees). Because of
my naivete, | was eaten alive by
chiggers, chewed on by ficks, looked
at menacingly by a large herd of.
buffalo, knelt on some plant that stung
me (it was like kneeling on molten
lava), and was nearly run over by a
crazed deer. It was wonderfull!

One of our study sites was five
miles out into the prairie, on the top of
a hill. To stand there and see the
countryside as the original setters
must have seen it was beyond words.
Any minute | expected to see a
covered wagon coming over the top of
the hill. | had trouble sleeping at first.
It was too quiet, the starlight keep me
awake (not to mention the creaking
windmill), but | adjusted.

All too soon, it was time to come
home. On the way back, we decided
to spend one night in Kansas City (to
avoid the dangers of cultural shock).
We were awakened in the morning by
the sound of breaking glass. | opened
the motel room door in time to see a
one-legged man, in his underwear,
covered in blood, hopping along and
shouting to “stop those guys”. We
found out later that he and his friends,
all high on heroin, had thrown a cooler
through the window of their motel
room. His friends then tried to throw
him through the window. (Ah, the
pulse of the city).

After what seemed like an unend-
ing journey through time and space,
the Arch was in view (not the one in
France). | was home. Ah, the hum of
air conditioning units, the Levilors in
the sky, the glow of Kinkos to the
east, the glow of Schnucks South City
Market to the south, the hum of city
crickets to the north from Tower
Grove Park, and to the west, the
comforting glow from Schnucks on the
Hill.

We are returning to the Konza in
the fall. I'm fairly sure that | will
survive. | want to climb to the top to
that hill again and watch for the
covered wagons.




MEET YOUR BLOCK CAPTAIN
CAROL HOFFMEISTER

S

By Marilyn Abbott

Carol Hoffmeister and her hus-
band Jon both grew up in St. Louis
county but they have been at home in
the city for 18 years. During the first
ten of those years they lived on
MacDonald in a bungalow they pur-
chased from Carol's grandfather. Jon
and Carol really liked the convenience
and the bustling atmosphere of city
living, so as their family grew from two
to five, they began looking around
Tower Grove Heights for a larger
house. They took many long walks
around the neighborhood and seitled
on the 36-3700 block of Hartford as
their favorite.

The Hoffmeisters moved into their
new home on Hartford 8 years ago
and promptly began filling it up with
their eclectic collection of inherited
and “homeless” furniture. Carol never
“says no to someone else’s junk”. As
she puts it: “It might be cool and if |
decide | don't like it, | can always put it
in the alley where it will disappear like
magic!” (However, this reporter has
not observed Carol consigning many
of her finds to the alley!)
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3141 S. Grand  772-6100

NOW Open 24 Hours
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When she is not haunting garage
and estate sales, Carol keeps busy
working pari-time as a nurse in the
Psychiatric and Chemical Depen-
dency Unit of Alexian Brothers Hospi-
tal and serving as a school board
member at Holy Family School. Her
hobbies include flower gardening,
soap making and knitting sweaters for
her family using wool that her sister
produces on her Franklin county
sheep farm.

Jon Hoffmeister is a Tool and Die
Maker at the Tempset company which
is located on Bent St. at Miami in the
Grand Oakhill neighborhood. Jon is
an avid urban farmer. His quest for
more space for his vegetables has
driven almost all of the grass from
their backyard. Jon specializes in
peppers, onions and all types of
garlic. Not surprisingly, his indoor
hobby is Cajun cooking. A bland meal
is never served at the Hoffmeister
house!

Carol and Jon have two children -
Marta, age 14, is a freshman at St.
Elizabeth’s, and Kurt, age 11 is in the
6th grade at Holy Family School. The
fifth member of the family is their

yellow lab, Beau, who loves io steal
the not-quite-ripe peaches from the
tree in the back yard.

Since they have lived in their
Hartford Street home, Jon and Carol
have done a lot of work on it including
a complete exterior stripping and
repainting job ont he house and the
two story brick garage int he back.
(The color scheme accents the house
beautifully, but if you have occasion to
comment on it to Carol, just remem-
ber, it's Desert Dawn not pink!) On the
inside, they have redecorated all of
the 2nd floor bedrooms as well as
completely remodeied the bathroom.
Currently they: are remodeling the
kitchen and the adjacent hali-bath.
Like all of us with old houses, Jon and
Carol's “To Do” list never grows any
shorter but they still love living in their
version of “This Old House”.

Carol has been a block captain for
three years and she enjoys doing it
mainly because it keeps her in touch
with all of the neighborhood activities
and news. She enjoys meeting people
from around the neighborhood, plus
all of our porch steps make passing
out fliers a great form of exercise!

Specializing in 19th Century
Furnisiings, Decorative Arts
aimd Collectables

Hours Thru July:
Sat. & Sun.
H:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Starting August 4th:
Wed. - Fri.

6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Sat. & Sun.
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

“We Accept Consigiments”
Call 771-5266

3210 South Grand Avenue, St. [ ouis MO




Benjamin N. Chu Earns

Professional
Certification

Press Release from the /rier-
national Socrety of Arboriculiure

Submitted by Victoria Cusumano
Miles

Savoy, IL - Benjamin N. Chu,
neighbor and Horticulture Supervisor
of the Japanese Garden at the Mis-
souri Botanical Garden, and two col-
leagues, Alan C. Boefer of High Ridge
and William Reininger, Jr. of St. Louis,
recently demonstrated professional
competency by successfully complet-
ing the CERTIFIED ARBORIST exa-
minations administered through the
International Society of Arboriculture
(ISA) and the Mid-Western Chapter of
the I1SA.

The purpose of the ISA Certifica-
tion program is to improve the level of
knowledge and standard of practice
within the tree care profession. It is
designed to assist the public in identi-
fying those professionals in arboricul-
ture who have demonstrated, through

a professionally developed examina-
tion and education program, a
thorough knowledge of tree care prac-
tice. The ISA program tests and certi-
fies an individual's knowledge in the
field of arboriculture.

Missouri Botanical Garden strives
to keep it's employees abreast of all
the latest technical improvements in
the tree care profession and
encourages individual professional
tree care development.

The International Society of Arbori-
cutlure is a scientific and educational
organization devoted to the dis-
semination of information in the care
and preservation of shade and orna-
mental trees.

ISA’s Certification program is
designed to promote the professional
development of those involved in the
field of arboriculiure or tree care.
When contracting for your tree care
needs, contact individuals who are
certified through this voluntary pro-
gram; like Ben Chu, Alan Boefer and
Bill Reininger.

CERTIFIED
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In this last.
session, the legis-
lature passed a
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some olfher
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measure which

has the goal of

giving citizens more help in forcing
owners of derelict property to fix up
their properties.

We all know how some of these
owners never seem to fix up their
properties even after repeated viola-
tion notices from the city or even after
having been to Housing Court. They
ignore the law and bring down the
beauty and the property values of our
neighborhood.

With the measure | sponsored we
are giving you, the person living near
the derelict property, the authority to
take such an owner to small claims
court and claim damages because
your property is being devalued. As
many people on a block who feel their
property is being devalued can take
someone to small claims court.

Since this is brand new and never
been tried in Missouri, we do not know
yet what types of evidence the courts
will be looking for as proof, but we will
be letting you know in a future article.

The law itself is small and went
into effect on August 28, 1994. Below
is a copy of what the law says.

‘Section 1. /1 He ciy of St Louis
and m any ciy with at least three
hunared iy Housand  ihabriants
WhRIEH s focared i more Han one
county, a parce/ of propery /5 a
nuisance, i sueh propery adversely
anects the propery val/es or a negli-
borhood because the owner of such
poropery allows e property o be i a
aelerioraled condition, ol consisient
with the general nelghborfiood,
because of neglect abandommernt
anure fo repair affer a e, flood or

because the resr-
aent of the pro-
perly allows clutier on e propeny
Suchl as abandoned aulomobies,
gopnances or smviar obects. Any
Properly owner, wio owns properny
wilfin a reasonable distance o a
parcel of property which is aleged o
be a nuisance may bnng a nuisance
action agamsi fe onenamg propeny
owner ior the amount of Jdamage
crealed by such properly o e vale
of e petitioners property, within the
Jurisaietional dowis, 1 small clanms
court i1 e city of St Louis, provided
mat e owner of the properly which is
aneged o be a nuisance fias recerned
notification of the alleged nuisance
anga f13s had a reasonable opportuiily
7ot o exceed fony-five days, fo cor-
rect e aleged nuisance.”

Pat Dougherty, 4031 Parker Av.,
63116, 772-1948
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FIN

It's important to consider our cur-
rent position is life when making
investment decisions.

Age is one of the factors which
strongly influences investment deci-
sions. Have you ever noticed, the
older we get the more conservative
we become? We like to think of it as
just being smarter. Is it smarter, or
has our position in life changed?

As we grow older, we become
aware that a serious invesiment error
could jeopardize the savings we've
worked years to accumulate. The
closer we get to retirement, the fewer
years we have to rebuild our reserves.
Thus, we become more conservative
in our investment approach. Our posi-
tion is a safe one aimed at preserving
what we have.

In our youth, many of us might have
said, “shoot the works,” because we
realized if we lost, we'd have more
years ahead to rebuild. Certainly, this

l - n

v

is not to be criticized. In our free
enterprise economy, we must have
those who are willing to take a calcu-
lated risk in hope of growth. Without
this pioneer spirit, advanced thinking
could never be a reality. The point is,
our age bears strongly on how much
risk we're willing to accept.

A strong consideration in our invest-
ment approach would be family res-
ponsibilities. A young person starting
out in life with the responsibility of one
or more children must consider that
responsibility. Maximum necessary
protection for the fewest dollars
should supersede any forced saving
whereby family protection is reduced.

I's wise to set funds aside for
emergency use. These funds should
be ones that can be easily reached
without penalty or loss.

Article provided by Tom Borich,
Investment Representative, for
Edward D. Jones & Co.

1

1. Common Stocks

other tvpes of investments.

2. Federally Insured
Certificates of Deposit

3. Mutual Funds

Professionally managed and diversified.

5.

Available at competitive rates from institutions nationwide.
Issuer information available on request. Subject to
availability. May be subject to interest penalty for

early withdrawal. $5000 minimum. § year.

4. Federal Income Tax-free Municipal Bonds

Interest on these bonds may be subject to state and local taxes.

Please call or come by and visit about how
you can take advantage of these attractive
investments.

3190 SOUTH GRAND

* Rate expressed as the lower of yield to maturity
or yield to call effective 8/22 /94 Subject to availability.
Market risk is a consideration on investments sold prior
to maturity.
** Annual Percentage Yield.

to invest with

Five good reasons ;
Edward D. Jones & Co. |

Call for Information

Over time. common stocks have historically outperformed ‘

APY 5.740/0** I
Simple 6-450/6 ‘

Interest
Call for Information

6.30%*

TOM BORICH

(314) 773-3767

22 Edward D.

Member New York Stock Exchange, inc. and Secunties Investor Protection Corparabon

Jones & Co.”

LEAD POISONING
PREVENTION CHECK |

LIST

Things you should do:

- Scrape off old flaking and peeling
paint.

- Sweep up paint chips and damp
mop dusty areas in your home.

- Use wet cloth to clean all walls, sill,
surfaces, where paint has fallen or is
kclinging to surfaces.

- Be sure children are not presen
when scraping or cleaning up pain
fchips.

- Patch or board up holes in plaster.

- Cover area with wallpaper, panel-
ing or wall board at least four fee

rom the floor.

- Waitch your child and keep him o

her busy with safe activities.

- Have children checked at a lead
valuation center twice a year.

hings you should watch for:

- Chipping or flaking paint

Crumbling plaster

Indoor dust and outdoor dirt which
may have lead in it.

- Watch for lead dangers in the
places where your child most often
plays.

Do not burn painted wood fo

heating.

For more information, call the Lead
Poisoning Control Service 658-1036

Offering a broad
selection of distinctive
titles in every subject

Quite simply, the best
bookstore in St. Louis

Monday 10-6

Tuesday-Saturday 10-10
Sunday 11-5

Since 1969

EUCLID
ST. LOUIS, MO 63108
314-367-6731




by Edward
Schroeder

DPOLICEBEAT

Chuck Poe in-
troduced the

The Third
District
Police Public Affairs Meeting was held
September 8 at the Grand-Oak Hill
Community Center, 4168 Juniata. The
Grand-Oak Hill Neighborhood Asso-
ciation hosted.

Chairman Chuck Poe brought the
meeting to order at 7:20 PM. The
Pledge of Allegiance opened the ses-
sion.

There was neither freasurer’s nor
secretary's report.

Officer John Ruzicka had copies of
the minutes of the August meeting and
Public Affairs newsletter available to
all attendees.

Chuck spoke of next month’s
(October) election of board members.
To be eligible to vote or run for office,
you must have attended at least two
meetings during the past 11 months
(not counting the Oct. meeting.) Bring
your stamped attendance card to
receive your ballot. Chuck stated
again that new people would help
vitalize the board.

Attendance at our meetings is low.
To get more people to attend, we
were asked if we would like o have
the meetings at one location through-
out the year. That way, everyone
would know where the meetings
would be held, even if someone did
not receive a newsletter. If anyone
has any ideas on where to have
meetings or how to increase atten-
dance, please let the Board know.
Next month there will be a place on
the ballot to vote on this issue.

Grand Oak Hill Community Center
offered to host the police meetings,
but some people complained about
parking facilities. Gerry Osborn
offered the Fanning Community
School. John Ruzicka stated that we
have 450 people on our mailing list.
Its time we start trimming the list to a
more accurate size. So make sure
your sign in.

The Safety Fair will be held on

October 2nd in Tower Grove Park. We
still need volunteers. It's easy work.

Guest Speaker
for the evening,
Sgt. Ralph Toenjes (pronounced Ten-
yes), who is from the communications
division. He has 23 years of service in
the division. Sgt. Toenjes spoke about
what happens when you dial 911.

With Sgt. Toenjes was Harriet
Flauauf, the day watch supervisor of
911 operations, she has been in the
communications division for 25 years.
(Her husband has been in the division
40 years)

Sgt. Toenjes first showed us a
video that portrayed the working of the
communication division. The 20
minute video gave an idea of what
does happen when someone calls
911. After the video there was a
question and answer session. We
were told to always call 911 anytime
you need police assistance. Even
when you are on vacation, check that
area to see if they have a 911 system
for use. Some areas in the United
States don’t have it. Sgt. Toenjes then
played an audio taped call to 911.
This tape has won several awards. It
shows how the 911 operator talks 10 a
caller and keeps her or him on the line
until the police arrive. There is a lot of
action in 5 minutes.

Chuck Poe thanked Sergeant
Toenjes and Harriet Flauauf. We will
be getting a group together to tour the
911 facilities.

Captain Zambo then held a ques-
tion and answer session.

Gerry Osborn spoke about the
Grank Oak Hill Landlord’s Association
and invited everyone fo attend their
next meeting. It's held the last Wed-
nesday of every month at 5:30 PM at
the Grand Oak Hill Community Cen-
ter.

The meeting ended at 9:15 PM.
Next month’s meeting will be held on
Oct. 13, 1994 at 7 PM at Area One
Command Center, 3157 Sublette.

It's going to be a big night.




FALL 1994 "FROM THE GARDEN, LIVE”

CONCERT SERIES

KFUQ - Classic 99 Live Broadcast
Performances

Every autumn Sunday can be a
classic when you attend the FREE,
live broadcast performances at 12:00
Noon in Shoenberg Auditorium at the
Missouri Botanical Garden.

Different groups will perform a
variety of musical selections every
Sunday through December 18. The
concerts are FREE, though due fo
seating capacity, you must pick up
tickets at a sponsor location. Tickets
will be collected as you exit the
auditorium for free admission to the
Garden grounds following each con-
cert.

‘Sponsor-ticket locations vary with
each performance.

October 30: Paocla Sempriiii ta-
lian mezzo-soprano singing great
arias from Grand and comic opera
and a few show tunes for great fun.
Call 577-9144 for sponsor info.

November 6: Emk Harris and
Melissa Brooks, sponsored by Avis
and Straubs. Erik Harris, the newly
appoointed principal double bassist,
and Melissa Brooks, newest cellist of
the St. Louis Symphony, play romantic
works for this unusual but virtuosic
combination.

November 20: Four Hands/ One
Piano, sponsored by Glendale Chrys-
ler Plymouth. Mary Mottl and Yona
Weinberg play original music written
by great composers for piano - four
hands.

December 4: St Louis Chil-
dren’s Choirs, sponsored by Plow-
sharing Crafts, CC Camera & Video,
and BMW. The world renowned chil-
drens’ choirs in their first Garden
appearance. Singing festive, seasonal
music.

December 11: St Louis Brass
Ensemble, sponsored by Canine
Center, International Diamonds Inc.,
and Marc Floor. By popular demand,
they’'re back with Christmas brass
music, conducted by Jim Martin.

December 18: 7#e Bach Sociely
of St Louis, sponsored by Brad-
burn’s, Glenn Betz Jewelers, and
Bethesda. Back again for their popular
annual Christmas show, conducted by
A. Dennis Sparger.

Victoria Cusumano Miles, Adminis-
trative Assistant to the Director of
Horticulture at the Garden, says “the
Missouri Botanical Garden is
America’s oldest, most beautiful
botanical garden”, and

suggests that people consider giv-
ing gifts of membership to the Garden
for the holidays, birthdays, and other
special occasions. “In the spirit of
giving remember, Henry Shaw made a
gift of the Garden to mankind for all
time... and memberships help the
Garden continue to grow.”

A year's membership to the Gar-
den is $45; $40 for Seniors age 65 +,
and offers benefits throughout the
year; like these free Sunday concerts,
the Japanese festival, and recently,
the Best of Missouri Market.

ORPHEUM CLEANERS

PHONE
772-1155

3199 S. GRAND BOULEVARD

FAST PERSONALIZED SERVICE
CLEANING - REPAIRING

AT WYOMING

MOBILE PATROL
NEWS

The Mobile Patrol of the Grand
Oak Hill neighborhood is making
another start. We need your help.
First, we need volunteers from your
block to ride Mobile Patrol. We ride
Thursday and Friday nights from
8pm to 10pm or 10pm to 12am
every wekend. As we get more
volunteers, more evenings and
times will be available. Volunteers
will be trained and will receive an ID
badge. Volunteers will use their own
vehicle but a mobile phone is pro-
vided. Volunteers must ride iwo o a
car and we prefer that you find your
own partner however if that is im-
possible, we will try to match you
with someone. Or your block can
volunteer to ride one night a month
and then you. will make sure that
someone is available to ride. For
more information, call Jim Matthews
at 773-4334.

Second, we need to know what
and where we should be waiching.
If there is a problem on your block
that you would like us to watch, let
us know. If you have information call
Teresa Willis at 773-8074.

We hope that you will help to
further the efforts of our neighbor-
hood in keeping it safe.

MID EASTERN
MARKET
3201 S.

Grand Blvd. @

el 0=
Halal Lamb
Chicken and Beef
Mid Eastern Deli
Pita Breads - Pastries
Imported Cheeses
Olives - Coffee
Tea - Spices
Open

8:00am - 8:00pm
Daily

314-771-9599




"BEST OF MISSOURI MARKET”
at the Missouri Botanical Garden

By Victoria Cusumano Miles

The 3rd Annual “Best of Missouri
Market” at the Missouri Botanical Gar-
den, held on Sunday, October 9,
proved to be a unique opporiunity for
those attending to bring home their
favorite selections from the famous
“Signature Collection” of the Missouri
Botanical Garden plants: more than
400 plants propagated from the Gar-
den grounds, greenhouses, and Shaw
Arboretum - including many native
Missouri species.

By Terry Mayes

Being a mechanic isn’t the easiest
job in the world. | guess it has its ups
and downs like every other job, but I'd
like to talk about some ways you can
avoid getting ripped off.

To begin with, | would first like to
say that most of the mechanics you
will encounter are probably honest
people, although there are going o be
a few that will burn you for a buck. So
don't be fooled by these folks. The
best way to avoid rip offs is to get
educated. In other words get a second
opinion.

Although this would help in most
situations, what happens when you're
not near home and find yourself with a
flat tire? Well the easiest thing to do is
to buy a mobile air compressor and a
good plug kit for $5, and you can fix it
in about ten minutes without removing
the tire from the car.

For those of you who may need o
change your tire, remember the fol-
lowing:

- Don't go anywhere in your
vehicle without a flashlight and work-
fype gloves.

- Have a portable air compressor
which plugs into your cigarette lighter.
Most have a flashing light on them to
alert passing drivers that you are
working on your vehicle.

- Get your vehicle as far to the
side of the road as possible.

Also featured at the Best of Mis-
souri Market was Missouri Specialty
Growers, Bowood Farms of Clarks-
ville; Missouri Wildflowers Nursery
in Jefferson City, the Nicholson Bon-
sai Studio in St Louis and S&S
Aqua Farm!

Country and Bluegrass Music filled
the air on Spoehrer Plaza, setling the
mood for a stroll through America’s
oldest and most beautiful botanical
garden, while browsing through an
array of crafts and fresh produce.

Missouri crafts, too many to list,

MY FAVOPRITE MECHANIC

- Read the instructions on your
particular vehicle.

- Remove the tire and jack from
your car.

- Before jacking up the vehicle,
remember to loosen the lug nuts with
your lug wrench. The lug wrench is
usually a 2 or 3-in-1 tool. On many
cars that have hub caps the lug
wrench end has a tip to pry off the
hub cap. The tool is then used fo
loosen the lug nuts. Then, to jack up
the car, you'll have either a ratchet
type jack or a screw type jack.

- Jack up the car. Buy a cheap
jack stand to put under the axle while
changing the tire. They can be pur-
chased for from $3 to $10, and are
good enough to get the job done.

3139 So. Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63118

773-7585

included willow furniture,

hand-thrown pottery, home-

made soaps, wood carvings

and boxes, candles, hand-

spun and woven fabrics,
decorative ironwork, dried flowers and
wreaths. A few of the food products
featured this year were fish and
meats, preserves, honey, cider, baked
goods, wines, gourds and a wonderful
selection of gift baskets.

For good eating on site the Garden
offered brats, barbecued pork Iloin,
deep fried Missouri catfish, slaw,
potato salad, sandwiches, pastries,
soft drinks and beer! There was even
something for the kids at the petting
farm and the “Milk a Cow” booth!
Coniinued on page 14

Check local discount and auto
parts stores.

- The car is up now, the tire off the
ground and lug nuts have already
been loosened. Loosen them a bit
more with the Ilug wrench, then
remove the lug nuts the rest of the
way with your fingers. Remove the
tire, replace with the spare.

- After the spare has been repla-
ced, lug nuts replaced and tightened
as much as possible, remove the jack
stand and let the car down. Im-
mediately tighten the lug nuts as much
as you possibly can in the opposite
sequence from how you removed
them. Replace hub cap if possible. If
not, don’t worry about it. If you have a
space saver tire, don’t fry to replace
the hub cap.

Mon. - Sat. 6 -6
Sun.8-1
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F/OUSING CORPPOLA TION 10 DEVEL OP CORPNER

PRODIERTY

By Elizabeth Braznell

The house on the northeast corner
of Juniata and Spring is what you
might call a problem property. A
couple of years ago, a hole appeared
in the roof. The owner wasn’t able to
take care of it, and the house
deteriorated.

Actually, the interior disintegrated.
All the floors buckled, the plaster
sheeted off the walls, the wooden
windows rotted. The systems - plumb-
ing, heating and cooling, electrical -
decayed. The house was purchased
by people with the best of intentions,
but they didn’t realize the extent of the
damage. The projet was more costly
than they anticipated. The vacant
building was put up for sale.

People would look, but the magni-
tude of the problem put them oif.
Estimates to make it habitable were
far beyond the market value of the
finished home, making it all but impos-
sible to find a buyer.

Enter the Tower Grove South Hous-
ing Corporation. “It's a tough project,”
says Susie Gudermuth, president of
the corporation, “but we’re the develo-

WE DO MORE
THAN GREAT
FRIED CHICKEN

PORTER HOUSE
STEAK DINNER

| SHRIMP DINNER
BBQ RIB DINNER .......enoe.....
| CATFISH DINNER

CHARBROILED CHICKEN
BREAST PLATE

Hestaurant & Bar

“y 2

<
UK 1o vEns (OMET

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS
2100 Gravois * 776-7292 |

per of choice for tough projects.”

Indeed. Remember the Hartford
Arms two years ago? That's the
building on Spring at Juniata. It was
six dark, cramped, nasty, foul-smelling
apartments inhabited by tenants who
didn’'t always pay their rent or their
bills. Now it's three huge, clean, spec-
tacular townhomes, inhabited by won-
derful neighbors. Each home sold for
well ofer $100,000. Who'd have
thought it possible?

Susie Gudermuth. And she thinks
it's possible for 3735 Juniata. So does
15th Ward Alderman Geraldine

OPEN TILL10 PM

7 DAYS

STOP BY FOR
LUNCH OR DINNER!

HODAR'S

Hestaurant & Bar
H
"ICicen Lovens coM“T

BULK RATES
10 LB CHICKEN WINGS
50 PC FRIED CHICKEN ...
100 PC FRIED CHICKEN
SLAW (caLLON).............
BAKED BEANS (cal)
POTATO SALAD cal) .

"VALUE WORTH CROWING ABOUT!"
2100 Gravois * 776-7292

Osborn. “Geraldine deserves lots of
credit for this,” says Gudermuth. “She
worked hard to help the Housing
Corporation purchase the building and
get the funds to develop it.”

Earlier in the Summer, Alderman
Osborn had the property blighted.
While the term “blighted” evokes im-
ages of bombed-out buildings, blight-
ing a property actually is an incentive
to developers. It makes it possible for
the City to acquire the property by
eminent domain if the owner is unwil-
ling to sell at fair market value.

And the taxes on the property are
abated (held at the current appraisal
rate) for ten years. The abatement
alows the developer to make improve-
ments, thereby increasing the value of
the house, without incurring penalties
in the form of increased taxes.

Architect Tim Barker, of the 3800
block of Juniata, received the commis-
sion to develop the restoration plans.
Barker is most interested in making
the best possible use of the living
space while preserving the character
of the structure.

“It's a neat building,” he said during
National Night Out. “It has a lot of
great features, like the bay in the
dining room. I'm really excited about
it,” he adds.

So are we all. “These corner pro-
perties are really important,” says
Gudermuth. “The Housing Cor-
poration hopes that by taking care of
the Hartford Arms and 3735 Juniata,
we'll start the initiative to bring in
private investment to fix up other
properties in the neighborhood.”

Gudermuth says the Housing Cor-
poration hopes to finish the project
within nine months from the fall start-
ing date. “Hopefully, it will be on the
market next spring,” she remarked. “It
takes time to put the package
together.”

The Housing Corporation is known
for the superb quality of its work. This
time next year, 3735 Juniata, resur-
rected from dead building hell, will be
a living home. It will be nice to see
lights in the windows again, a sprink-
ler going on the front lawn, and
flowers blooming next to the walk. |
can’t wait to meet my new neighbors!
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L P R CHILD SAF

The following is a list of sugges-
tions that can help children avoid
dangerous situations and teach them
how to react if a situation does occur.

. CHILDREN SHOULD TRY TO
STAY IN GROUPS. There is strength
in numbers. In each of the cases that
have occurred in our area, the chil-
dren have been alone. Individuals
who prey on children wait for an
opportunity when the child is alone.
Children should not be outside their
home by themselves, even for short
periods of time. They should walk to
and from school and bus stops in
groups. A good idea is to work
together with other families in your
neighborhood to develop a formal plan
for kids to walk together.

. TAKE TIME TO KNOW YOUR
SURROUNDINGS. Be aware that the
most dangerous times can be just
before and after school.

- STRANGERS DONT ALWAYS
LOOK EVIL. A child should never talk
to people they don’t know. Child
molesters and abductors usually look
like everyday people. Tell your kids
not to talk to adults they do not know.
Anytime they are approached by an
adult, they should check with a parent
or trusted adult immediately.

Often a stranger will try to befriend
a child by asking for help. Some
examples are: asking to help find a
lost pet; asking directions to
someone’s house; offering reward
money for assistance; saying Mom or
Dad have been hurt or need their
help; acting like an undercover police
officer (children should only approach
uniformed police officers, and/or mar-
ked police cars).

They may also gain your child’s
trust by very minor contacts over
several days, such as saying hello 10
them repeatedly. Make sure your chil-
dren know to tell you if a stranger is
trying to make friends with them.

. WALK AWAY FROM STREETS.
Children should stay on sidewalks or
at least six feet from the street.

- STAY AWAY FROM CARS. Chil-
dren should never approach a car or
truck no matter what the occupants
say. A car or other vehicle is often the
means by which the abductor
removes ‘the child from the neighbor-
hood. Children should never approach
a vehicle unless they are absolutely
sure they know the occupanis.
Abductors entice children to walk near
their vehicles and then pull them
inside.

If children routinely see the same
car parked (or following them) on their
normal walking routes (to and from

school, eic.) they should report it to authorities immediately.

- YELL AND TELL. If someone grabs a child, the child should scream and

yell out “HELP ME - CALL THE POLICE”.
REPORT. When children think they see danger, they

- RECOGNIZE, REACT, AND
should run and tell an

adult immediately. Talk to your children about safety practices on a daily basis.
Children do not put the same emphasis on suspicious activity as adults. Asking

them direct questions
suspicious acts to light.

Continued on page 14

(“did you talk to anyone new today”, etc.) may bring
If they report anything suspicious, call 911 immediately.

THE WINTER HOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST

Hosts: Sara & Kendall Winter

Give Your Out-of-Town Guests a Home
Away from Home

3522 Arsenal Street
Saint Louis, Missouri 63118

(314) 664-4399

Tom Coriell

Insurance Agency

MERS

IH?RAHCE%\
a(artir 22
Symbol of Superior Servi

‘ I(G

5013 Hampton Avenue

FARMERS St. Louis, Missouri 63109
INSURANCE Bus. (314) 352-2504
GROUP OF Res. (314) 773-9005
COMPANIES

Auto » Fire » Life + Farm » Commercial

GET SOIVIE

body

TO LOVE

TRUST
Permanent Body System

Any body you can imagine.

From serpentine-soft waves ta curliest cues.
Always seductively silken and shiny.

Minus post perm odor!

Body the way it should be.
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HERCYEEENEERNELNEREC

2233 S. GRAND ST.LOUIS, MO 63104

314.771-9001

—
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grasses develop
very nice fall

foliage and their

By Ben Chu
Hey, How about some grass!

The word grass normally conjures
up an image of that short green stuff
that must be religiously and painstak-
ingly mowed once a week. This stuff
that most think of as lawn is just a
minuscule part of the third largest
family in the plant kingdom. Some of
the other under-rated and under-util-
ized species in this family is the topic
of this column.

Covering half the area of the
United States, grasses surround us
everywhere we go. Ten of the fifteen
major food crops are grasses. Grain
from wheat, corn, rice and oats supply
a concentrated source of protein, car-
bohydrates and minerals. Sugarcane
and bamboo are both very imporiant
food items in many countries.

Grasses are multi-dimensional and
may assume various roles in the
landscape. Big and little blue stem,
bottle brush grass, cord grass, side
oats grama, dropseed and sea oats
are native grasses that may be plan-
ted together to establish a ‘natural
landscape and fo recreate the tall
grass prairie that once so commonly

covered Tower Grove Heights.

Ranging in height from 3-12 feet
grasses add the dimension of depth to
the landscape and far surpass shrubs
in terms of screening. In combination
with trees and shrubs grasses may be
used fo create a year round screen
and lend a sense of privacy to the
garden. Giant reed performs wonder-
fully as a screen growing up to twelve
feet in a growing season. Giant mis-
canthus and eulalia grass are also
exceptional for developing a tall
screen. Ravenna grass, feather reed
grass, fountain grass and switch grass
all work well as intermediate screens
and are useful for background plant-
ings.

Grasses are far from just green
plants. Many species exist that exhibit
beautiful variegations and colorful
foliage. Porcupine grass is a compact
five foot miscanthus with yellow ban-
ded foliage and is excellent as a
specimen grass, ravenna grass will
send up 14 foot blue-beige flower
plumes. A personal favorite is
Japanese blood grass. Small at only
18 inches its red and green foliage is
stunning and deserves a place in the
garden as a specimen plant. Many

Selling Hornes...
Bulldmg Neighborhoods

When thmkmg of buying, selling, renting
or investing, call Failoni Consultants,
the real estate professionals.

Providing complete real estate and
property management services.

St. Louis, Missour1 63110

ailoni
onsultants, R.E.

2242 Thurman Avenue, [E

L MLS

772-8407

Wayne Failoni

flowers will
change in color
as the season progresses.

Ornamental grasses are care free
and require minimal maintenance. Lit-
tle, if any, supplemental fertilization is
necessary. Adapted to dry conditions
with a very extensive root system
many grasses can survive without
water for long periods. Two require-
ments that grasses do need are
annual cutting back of old stems to
the ground; and dividing the clumps
about every three years 1o prevent
them from becoming too dense.

As ornamental plants in the land-
scape, grasses are a relatively new
occurrence but are quickly gaining
prominence. Graceful and fluid, orna-
mental grasses add a sense of move-
ment and soft, soothing sound.
Though a wide selection is not readily
available at most local nurseries it is
well worth the effort to search out
specialty nurseries and catalogs 1o
include these marvelous members of
the grass family.

Benjamin N. Chu is a Horticulture
Supervisor and the Curator of the
Japanese Garden at the Missouri
Botanical Garden.

2PN CC: 522 D) PN B - L3 M LD s

ALTIAS

FALIL

Fetishes « Kachinas « Pottery
Storytellers « Tapestry « Masks
Jewelry « Bola Ties « Belts
Scarves « Shawls « Sweaters
Handbags « Backpacks
Crystals & More

11 am-6 pm e MON-FAI
10 am-6 pme SAT

3411 S0.GRAND BLvD. « 314-773-7733
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TOWE R HEIGHT

N HBORHOOD
IATION

President: Margie Meyer
President Elect: Jean lezzi
Secretary: Michele Kerr
Asst. Secretary: Diane Hurwitz
Treasurer: Don Detsch
Past President: Jay Rosloff
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Block Captains: Marilyn Abbott
Fundraising:
Neighborhood Imp:
Promo. & Marketing:
Publications: Don Hardin
BLOCK CAPTAINS
3600/3700 Arsenal
Diane Hurwitz (3640)
3800 Arsenal

Elliott Blevins (3850)
Fredric Rissover (3850)
3600/3700 Hartford
Marilyn Abbott (3648)
Carol Hoffmeister (3656)
3800 Hartford

Donna Mayes (3825)

Bill Wright (3836)

Tom Boath (3807)
3600/3700 Juniata

Sara Langan (3639)
Connie Bender (3665)
Tina Gunter (3705)

3800 Juniata

Shauna Feely (3871)

Tod Flak (3850A)
3600/3700 Connecticut
Chris & Rich Jamison (3625)
Micky Schultz (3618)
3800 Connecticut
Margie Meyer (3860A)
3600/3700 Wyoming
Paddy McPhillips (3668)
Diane McCullough

Janet Goltiko

3800 Wyoming

Linda & Peter Fick (3879)
3600/3700 Humphrey
Stafford Gavin (3651)
3800 Humphrey

LeAnne Lis (3800)

Pam Hendry (3856)
3600/3700 Utah Place
Judy Newman (3729)
Michele Kerr (3636)
3800 Utah Place

Susie Gudermuth (3834)
Veda Lynn (3855)

Continued from page 10

While Moms & Dads could enjoy
the agricultural displays and canning
demonstrations.

Attendance prizes were really spe-
cial this year; Bed & Breakfast week-
ends, an original painting by artist
Hans Droog, a day of free fishing for
up to 25 Ibs. of fish, a $150.00 gift
icertificate to Malmaison, wine and
food baskets, unusual flowering bulbs
and more.

Organizers anticipated the event
to be the BEST “Best of Missouri
Market’, and arranged for special
entrances to the Garden for the day.

For recorded information about
future Garden events, hours, admis-
sion and directions, call the Garden-
line 24 hours a day at 577-9400 or at
1-800-642-8842.

Continued from page 12

Its a good idea to roleplay with
your kids. Act like a stranger and see
how your children react. Teach them
the proper way to respond. Kids
should:

- Yell loudly.

- Say exactly what is happening,
for example,

“Help, this is not my Dad”
“Help, this is not my Mom”
“Help, ’'m being kidnapped”
“Help, call the Police”

(If children just scream, people
may think they are only throwing &
temper tantrum) The more you prac-
tice, the better your children will be at
responding to difficult situations.

- REMEMBER, IN CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY, DIAL 911.

Tower Grove Heights Gazette
3203 South Grand Blvd., Suite 103
St. Louis, Missouri 63118

Printed on Recycled Paper
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