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Minutes of Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Association Meeting – May 22, 2018 

Convened:  7:20 p.m.     Adjourned:  8:30 p.m.     40 attendees 
 

Meeting chaired by TGHNA President, Vicky Dean (president@towergroveheights.com) 
  

• Opening of meeting and welcome 
o Newcomer recognition 

 Welcome to eight newcomers from 3800 Hartford; 3600 Utah Place; 3900 Connecticut; 3900 
McDonald; 3600 Bamberger; 3600-3700 Humphrey; 3900 Juniata;  and 3800 Humphrey! 
  

• Neighborhood Reports 
o In lieu of the 15th Ward Aldermanic and STLMPD Liaison reports, we used the time for a Participatory 

Budgeting general assembly conducted by volunteer and TGH resident, Mia Salamone  
 
 $100,000 from the 15th Ward budget will be set aside for capital improvements voted on by 

residents.  The first step was to brainstorm ideas for projects in small groups and list them on 
several large sheets of paper.  Next, suggestions from the lists were presented to the whole group.  
Finally, each attendee was given three stickers to put next to the ideas indicating their votes for 
particular projects.  Similar suggestions will be tallied together. The suggestions that garner the 
most votes from the three general assemblies held in the ward will be researched for feasibility/cost 
and voted on by residents at the same time as the midterm elections in November.    The projects 
that receive the most votes will be funded as funds allow.   

 Suggestions included: 
 Sidewalk repair/Increase allocations to the 50/50 sidewalk repair program 
 Traffic/Security camera(s)  (especially on Gustine) 
 Additional recycling dumpsters in alleys 
 Speed humps near beginning and end of blocks, instead of only one per block 
 Strategy for more flowering trees to be planted  
 Alley paving 
 Pedestrian-scale lighting along blocks 
 Flashing pedestrian lighting at intersections 
 Porch light assistance grants 
 Public art  
 Additional “Little Libraries” 

 
o SLMPD 2nd District update – no report (see attached crime statistics) 

 
• Speaker:  Paul Lynch, St. Pius V Parish Council 

 
o Paul Lynch and the Reverend Paul J. Niemann, Pastor, St. Pius V Parish Council, recently spoke to the TGHNA 

board about a proposal by Assisi House (www.assisihouse.org) (see attachment) to rent St. Pius V’s former 
convent to house previously homeless men.  The board invited them, along with some Assisi House officials 
to this general meeting to answer residents’ questions:   

 Mr. Lynch, along with Father Niemann, some TGH residents who are parish members and Assisi 
House board members, attended this meeting and spoke about their proposal: 
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 Since the last of the nuns have now moved out of the convent at St. Pius V (3310 S. Grand), the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis approached St. Pius V to discuss locating the fifth Assisi 
House there. (There have been four other Assisi Houses in St. Louis, all of which are located in north 
city. The group is associated with St. Louis Winter Outreach, which works with the owners of 
Mokabe’s Coffeehouse, 3606 Arsenal.) 

 Fr. Niemann and Mr. Lynch are seeking input from the surrounding neighborhood associations:  
Tower Grove East, Tower Grove Heights and Tower Grove South. By law, they will also seek 51 
percent of signatures from residents within a 500-foot radius of the convent approving the project.   

 St. Pius V does not want to sell the building so they are offering a two-year lease to Assisi House. 
 St. Pius V would be minimally involved but major repairs to the building would be their 

responsibility.   
 The plan is to start with 17 residents to shelter there and then winnow that number to 13 for 

permanent residency after six months.  Each man will have his own room and locker.  Meals will be 
communal.   

 Residents of Assisi House will receive a bus pass and help with medical /dental care and will be 
expected to pay a modest monthly rent of $250.   

 Residents are expected to be out looking for work during the day and will not be loitering in the 
area.   

 Residents will be chosen from a pool identified as “ready to make the transition from the streets to 
housing.”  Drugs, smoking and criminal activity will not be allowed.  Residents may have been 
convicted of misdemeanors but not felonies.   

 A TGH resident suggested that they need to get a variance to run the operation as a boarding 
house. 

 Although a formal vote to support the proposal was not taken, attendees appeared to approve the 
proposal so TGHNA will draft a letter of support.   

 
• Committee Reports 

o Treasurer – Rick Stein (treasurer@towergroveheights.com)  
 No report  

 
o Membership Secretary – Jean Iezzi (membership@towergroveheights.com)    

 No report.  
 

o President – Vicky Dean (president@towergroveheights.com) 
 The Assessment Task Force (committee) is working on a survey to discover residents’ needs and 

wants and how TGHNA can help meet them.     
 

o Safety Committee – Ryan Barry (safety@towergroveheights.com)  
 Reminded attendees of the importance of turning on porch lights at night. (see attachment) 

 
o Block Captains – Debra Knox Deiermann (blockreps@towergroveheights.com)  

 Welcome to Nigel Holloway, new Block Captain for 360-3700 Hartford.  
 

o Social Committee – Patrick Weber (social@towergroveheights.com)  
 The next Heights Nights event will take place on June 12 at the Tower Grove Creamery, 3101 S. 

Grand, 6-8 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  [Check www.towergroveheights.com for dates 
and venues of upcoming events.] 

 
o South Grand Cultural Alliance – Myrinda Grantham, TGH/TGS Representative 

 There was a good turn-out for the International Dine Around:  285 attendees. 
 Upcoming events include South Grand Fall Fest; movie nights; Grinchmas. (see attachment) 
 Check website for future events:  southgrand.org 
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• Announcements 

o Volunteer opportunities on South Grand:  Tree planting on June 4 (see attachment for other opportunities) 
o Saturday, June 9, 6-10 p.m.: Progressive Pavilion Party hosted by the  Young Friends of TGP  
o Next TGSNA meeting:  June 20,  6:30 p.m., Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, 4111 Connecticut 
o Next TGHNA meeting:  June 26, 7:15 p.m., Center for Divine Love, 3617 Wyoming 

 
• Adjournment 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Debra Knox Deiermann 
secretary@towergroveheights.com  
www.towergroveheights.com 

 
Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Association values and seeks a diverse membership.  The TGHNA Board recognizes and values the importance of inclusion. 
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