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ARSENAL TO UTAH PLACE

he 16th annual Grand South Grand House and Garden
Tour will be held from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm, Saturday 
and Sunday, April 17th and 18th, 2010. The tour will

showcase the architectural and personal styles of grand living in twelve homes
through five neighborhoods linked by South Grand Boulevard: Compton
Heights, Compton Hill Reservoir Square, Shaw, Tower Grove East and
Tower Grove Heights. Visitors will have the opportunity to see inside homes
and gardens many only admire from the outside. 

This year’s tour has one of the greatest diversity of housing of any previous tour.
There are mansions, condos, new store fronts with dynamic housing above and
old store fronts that have been
restructured into an artists living
and work space.  There are
homes that will delight and 
gardens that will inspire. So put
the Grand South Grand House
and Garden Tour on your 
calendar today!

T

16th Annual
Grand South Grand
House & Garden Tour

BY
ANNE G.

MOORE
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Over the past 2-3 years the board of TGHNA has
been seeking a replacement for the worn, tattered
banners that flank our neighborhood.  The fabric
banners have served us well, but as anyone can
tell, they have out-lived their useful life.  
The board approached Architect and 
TGH resident Tim Barker, who offered

A Permanent Signature to our
Historic Neighborhood

continued on page 3



is brought to you quarterly by:

FOUNDING EDITOR:
Janice Nesser

EDITING TEAM:
Mark Froese
Kyle Froese

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Gary Kushinsky

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
Anne G. Moore, Marilyn Browning, 

John Papa, Robert Ashton, 
Tom Reitenbach   

PHOTOGRAPHY:
Mark Froese

The Gazette is a non-profit publication 
published quarterly by the Tower Grove Heights

Neighborhood Association.  For information 
concerning advertising rates and layout planning

email Gary Kushinsky at
gazette-newbiz@towergroveheights.com

Your letters and comments are always 
welcome at the Gazette.  

Mail them to:

The Gazette/TGHNA
3891 Utah Place, St. Louis, MO. 63116

or email 
gazette-editor@towergroveheights.com
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TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

MEETINGS
are held at the

First Church of Divine Science
3617 Wyoming
at 7:15 pm on the 

4th Tuesday of every month
(except December)

APRIL 27TH 2010
MAY 25TH 2010
JUNE 22ND 2010
JULY 27TH 2010

Everyone is Welcome to Attend!

Nels C. Moss, Jr.
Attorney at Law

Divorce  •  Criminal  •  Wills & Trusts

The Moss Law Firm PC
7711 Bonhomme, Ste. 850
Clayton, MO. 63105-1908

314-721-LAWS (5297)
fax: 314-206-4749 pgr: 314-903-8760
nelsmossjr@sbcglobal.net

Autumn Fest
SPONSOR 2009

Beyond the wonderful selection of homes on tour the Water Tower in Compton
Hill Reservoir Park will be open for visitors for a separate fee.   The Compton Hill
Water Tower, which stands on the highest point in the city, offers a spectacular 360°
view of St. Louis from a vantage point just shy of the height of the St. Louis Arch. 

The Grand South Grand House and Garden Tour starts in the South Grand
entrance to Tower Grove Park at Pestalozzi, just across form Messiah Lutheran which
will also be on tour this year as they celebrate their 100th anniversary.  Free parking is
available in the park and free shuttles are available throughout the tour.  Tickets are
$15 in advance and $18 the day of the tour.  Advance tickets can be purchased at select
locations: Gringo Jones Imports, Botanicals Design Studio, the Missouri Botanical
Garden in the Garden Gate Gift Shop, or over the phone by calling 314.773.4844 or
by Paypal at our website: http://www.towergroveeast.org/housetour.aspx.

Three of our neighbors will be on tour this year.  We appreciate their generosity in 
opening their homes to promote city living, in general, and our own neighborhood, 
in particular. 

YOU CAN HELP
It takes five neighborhoods to make this event a success, and there is a role for

everyone.  Volunteers are still needed to work in the tour homes or at the ticket booth.
Shifts are generally three hours in length, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm and 2:00 pm – 5:00pm.
Volunteers receive a free admission to the tour, which can be completed over both
Saturday or Sunday.  Anyone interested in volunteering please contact Debbie Ervin
at (314) 560-7018 or deborahervin@att.net, or Anne Moore at (314) 664-4776 or
gamblemoore1987@yahoo.com.

Residents are encouraged to ensure lawns are mowed, gardens are tended and any
trash cleared from streets and sidewalks for the tour dates.

Grand South Grand House & Garden Tour
continued from page 1
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Autumn Fest
SPONSOR 2009

WHERE CHICKEN LOVERS COME TO ROOST

2100 Gravois Avenue • 776-7292 • www.hodaks.com

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
OPEN:   Sun-Thurs 10am-10pm • Fri-Sat 10am-11pm

Banquet Room seats parties 40-100

- - BULK RATES - -
10 lbs. Wings...................................$55.00
50 pc. Fried Chicken ....................$55.00
100 pc. Fried Chicken................$110.00
Mostaciolli (Full Pan)...........................$55.00
Cole Slaw OR Baked Beans (Gallon).......$12.50
Potato Salad OR Mashed Potatoes 
OR Vegetables (Gallon) ............................$13.50

Ask about our Chik Pik a Paks!

Download our 
monthly specials 

from our website!

Autumn Fest
SPONSOR 2009

concepts to the board for consider-
ation. A design was adopted and
Classic Metal Craft was chosen 
to fabricate the signs and free-
standing poles.  

Alderwoman Jennifer Florida initi-
ated the process for the acquisition
of funding to pay for the project.
Six beautiful cast-iron and 
aluminum permanent signs will
serve to welcome residents and
passers-by to our neighborhood for
many years to come.

Look for the installation of our new
signature during the next couple of
months.

A Permanent Signature 
to our

Historic Neighborhood
continued from page 1

3



Korzendorfer-Bick
Picture & Frame Company

~ St. Louis’ Oldest Frame Shop ~
ESTABLISHED 1898

Quality • Affordability
1910 Olive Street (914) 231-0899

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. • Worship 11:00 a.m.

Would you believe me, if I told you
that you could see top quality theater
for a reasonable price with free parking
and within two miles of our neighbor-
hood?  Well, you can if you go to Stray
Dog Theatre at Tower Grove Abbey,
2336 Tennessee in Tower Grove East.

Gary Bell, Artistic Director, formed
Stray Dog Theatre (SDT) in January
2003 along with his partner Rob
Ogden, Executive Director and Bell and
I met late in January to talk about his
theater company.  Like many smaller
professional companies they struggled
to find a permanent home.  When I
acted with SDT under Bell’s direction
in “The Elephant Man” in the fall of
2005 it was at the theater at Clayton
High School.  So how did Stray Dog
end up in Tower Grove?  “It was purely
fortuitous”, says Bell.  “We had bought
the former pastor’s house next to St.
Luke’s United Church of Christ.  The
congregation there had been shrinking
over time and they were already renting
out the church for use by a second con-
gregation, the South City Presbyterian

4

A Professional Theater
in the Neighborhood

By Robert Ashton

3150 Gustine Avenue

continued on page 8
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Some people have great ideas, and some recognize
great ideas when they hear them.  The guy with the
great idea was Willie Flores. Willie was sure that he
could open a restaurant that would be a hit, with great
food, great prices, and the kind of happy tropical-col-
ored walls that lift your spirits the minute you walk in
the door.  For a couple
of years, Willie talked
about this dream of
his with just about
anybody that would
listen.  Finally, as luck
would have it, he
talked one night with
Joe Gabriel, the guy
who recognized the
great idea when he
heard it.

Joe knew of a prop-
erty where the lease
would soon be expir-
ing, and offered to be
the silent partner.  Joe
did the construction,
including the arches
between the rooms.
Willie chose the
menu, hired the staff,
and did the decoration himself.  Inspired by visits to
Cancun, he gave the tin ceilings a coat of ocean blue.
The walls were painted lime green and pumpkin
orange.  Willie strung Christmas lights, hung wall
plaques, and put a couple of palm trees out on the
patio Joe had constructed.   The exterior got a coat of
sunshine yellow.  

There were a couple of lucky breaks.  Willie found
the head cook through a chance overheard conversa-

tion, an interview, and a phone number saved through
the long months until the restaurant could open.  A
person from the neighborhood who believed in the
success of the restaurant volunteered to distribute fly-
ers and menus.  A featured TV spot on Show Me St.
Louis helped publicize the restaurant.

Chimichanga Mexican Restaurant
opened its doors in October of 2003, and
the response was everything Willie could
have hoped for.  And what’s not to love
about this place?  The menu is a mile
long, with all the entrees, appetizers, and
combination plates you could ever want,
nearly everything made fresh daily on
the premises and served up with a smile
by the friendly and efficient waitstaff.
The prices are plenty low, with over sixty
dinners under $8.99, and most side
orders, appetizers, and lunch items under
$5.00.  The prices haven’t changed since
the doors opened in 2003, and the qual-
ity of the food is excellent.

Chimichanga Mexican Restaurant
5425 South Grand Blvd., St. Louis, MO  •  314-352-0202

Winter Hours:  Sun-Tues 11am-9pm,  Wed-Thur 11am-9:30pm,  Fri 11am-10:30pm,  Sat 11am-10pm

BY MARILYN BROWNING

FEATURED ADVERTISER
CHIMICHANGA MEXICAN RESTAURANT

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

continued on next page



My first visit, the meal began
with warm, fresh-from-the
kitchen tortilla chips accompa-
nied by lots of deliciously smoky
picante sauce and a 12-oz. mar-
garita, a steal at $2.00.  I ordered
the chiles rellenos, and my own
silent partner got the pork carni-
tas.  The carnitas were tender, yet
crispy on the edges, perfectly
spiced and served with Mexican
rice, nicely-textured refried
beans, and a creamy guacamole.
My chiles rellenos were wonder-
ful, with spicy finely-ground beef
cooked to tender perfection, tons
of creamy queso and velvety
chiles.  Convinced that more
research was needed, we came
back the following week and
ordered combination plates.
Again, the food was great, the
portions generous, and the prices
more than reasonable.

The restaurant remains a work
in progress.  In the smoking sec-
tion, a local artist is painting a
mural that immortalizes Willie,
his partner Joe, manager Karen
Johns, many of the long-time
staff, and last but not least,
Willie’s dogs.   A wall of photos
shows happy birthday celebrants
wearing the gaudy mariachi-style
sombreros that Willie provides
for the occasion.  More photos
are added with each new party.
Last year Joe enclosed part of the
patio, and heaters were added for
dining comfort in the cold
months.

Some things will remain the
same, though, for the foreseeable
future: the excellent food, the
warm and colorful atmosphere,
the low prices, and the great serv-
ice.  And Willie Flores himself?
He plans to be in Saint Louis for
a long time to come. †

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN!
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LATTES • COFFEES • SANDWICHES • DESSERTS • MUSIC

BREAKFAST • MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 AM
BRUNCH • SUNDAY 9 AM
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Tele (314) 361-2700  •  Fax (314) 361-2052
4500 West Pine  •  St. Louis, MO  63108

kw@wolfgramlaw.com   wolfgramlaw.com

Serving the injured
        in their time of need

Personal Injury &
Commercial Litigation

Wolfgram &Wolfgram & 
 Associates P.C. Associates P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Lucas Optometry, Inc

TODD N. LUCAS, O.D.
Eye Examinations

Contact Lenses
Eye Glasses

3165 South Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63118

Participatory Provider for
Blue Choice Group Health Plan and Many Other 

Vision & Eye Health Plans

Office Hours By Appointment (314) 772-3737

Church.”  After a while, Bell and Ogden
were approached by the church for ideas
on how to use the building more effective-
ly and they saw this as an opportunity to
establish a permanent home for SDT.

“We wanted to create a neighborhood
arts center where people can relax and
enjoy theater, music and other arts,”
explains Bell.  So, they rented the church,
built a stage, made some repairs, painted
and opened as a theater in September
2008.  On Sundays, the space reverts to its
original purpose as the two congregations
return to conduct services.  Recently, there
was a change of ownership and the theater
bought the church and now both congre-
gations rent from SDT.  In addition to the
theater, the space includes meeting rooms
and kitchen facilities and can be hired for
meetings and events.

If you go to the Tower Grove Abbey,
what sort of theater can you expect to see?
“I like to create a season that is like a menu
in a restaurant, “says Bell, “giving a range

STRAY DOG THEATRE
-  cont inued  from page  4  -

continued on next page



NEW LOCATION

Fabulous Vintage
Clothing & Costumes

Buy • Sell • Rent

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 11-6 • Sun 12-4
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of different things for people to try – an
opportunity to experience a variety of
performance while still being able to see
classic theater.”  Take this current season
for example – it opened in July 2009 with
“The Rocky Horror Show” and will close
in June of this year with the classic “Our
Town”.  

“Our last show was “Speech and
Debate” by Stephen Karam,” states Bell.
“It is a play that most people will not
know but comes as part of our collabora-
tion with two young artists in what is
called the [Insert Name Here] Theatre
Project.”  Most theater companies have
an older audience base and this collabora-
tion is aimed at a younger adult audience
addressing issues that affect them.
“Following that, we have an important
drama and winner of the 1971 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama “The Effect of Gamma
Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds”
by Paul Zindel.”

But SDT is more than a theater com-
pany.  “Outreach has always been part of
our philosophy”, explains Bell.  SDT runs
two state-licensed after school programs
under the After School for All
Partnership; one at Woerner Elementary
School in Holly Hills and the second
based at Shenandoah Elementary school,
which includes older children from other
schools.  Bell continues “the aim of the
programs is to provide after school con-
tinuing education but using arts as a
means of reinforcing the school curricu-
lum.”  The programs including tutoring

continued on page 11
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and physical components and are led by
both actors and retired teachers.  SDT
provides free tickets through charitable
organizations like Almost Home and
Independence Center to individuals who
would not normally have the means to see
a theater production.

Okay, I have to ask – why “Stray Dog”?
Gary Bell explains: “Just prior to the
Russian Revolution, a group of mostly
avant-garde artists created an impromptu
bistro and performance space in a seedy
basement in St. Petersburg, Russia.  It
was known as the Stray Dog and it
became the focal point of local culture.   It
was an inspiration to us as we tried to
establish a community based theater and
arts center”

There are no other parts of St. Louis
that can boast of its own professional the-
ater company with such a neighborhood
focus.  If you haven’t already been to see a
show at the Abbey, give them a try – 
I think you’ll enjoy it.

For more information, go to their web-
site at www.StrayDogTheatre.org or call
(314) 865-1995.



Get Noticed By Your Community!
Advertise in the Gazette
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Pavilions of  
Tower Grove Park

By John Papa

Just to the east of Center Grove
Road rises by far the largest, most
imposing shelter, the Turkish
Pavilion.  Originally intended as a
dovecoat with its cavernous dome
designed as a roosting area for
pigeons and song birds, it now is
able to comfortably accommodate
over 250 seated patrons.  Its dis-
tinctive candy colored onion dome
creates an intimate carnival atmos-
phere despite its size.

Due north of the Turkish Pavilion
and across the road is found the
Lily Pond shelter.  Smallest in
stature of all the pavilions, provid-
ing cover for no more than 20 
persons, it offers an exceptional
vantage point to enjoy the newly
restored Lily Pond.
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KYLE FROESE
Post Office Box 1042 | Hayward, Wisconsin  54843 |  715.558.6107

kyle@phrazer.com • www.phrazer.com

the TGH Gazette is delivered to your door,
as a resident of Tower Grove Heights? Did
you ever wonder how it gets there?  Well,
the staff of the TGH Gazette would like to
thank the many BLOCK REPRESENTA-
TIVES, throughout our neighborhood,
who distribute the Gazette in such a 
timely manner. They perform a very
important part in the success of this
publication and we are very grateful for
their service to TGHNA and to the many
individuals and businesses who advertise
within these pages.

Among other opportunities, in lending a
hand within TGHNA, there are openings
for Block Representatives along 
Arsenal St. (3600/3700 and 3800), and 
also along Humphrey (3600/3700). 
If you have an interest in becoming a 
Block Representative and wish further 
information, please go to our website at 
www.towergroveheights.com for a full
description and contact information.

Did
You 
Know...



772-6100 • 3139 S. Grand

HOURS:
Mon~Thurs 7AM ‘til 11PM

Dine In or
Carry Out

24 HRS:
Fri~Sun night 10:30PM

HAPPY HOUR
Monday thru Friday

3pm to 6pm
$2.00 Bud & Bud Light

$1.50 PBR • $2.75 Well Drinks
Ask About Our 

Half-Priced Appetizers
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Monthly meetings 7:15 pm on 4th Tuesday (except Dec.), 
First Church of Divine Science on 3617 Wyoming Street

- BOARD -
President:.............................................................David Bruns
President-elect: ..........................................Marilyn Browning
Past President:....................................................Mark Froese
Secretary:.........................................................Claudia Seifert
Treasurer: ................................................................David Kim
Asst. Secretary/Membership: ...........................Debbie Ervin

- COMMITTEE CHAIRS -
Block Representatives: ................................Tom Reitenbach
New Business/Gazette Advertising: ............Gary Kushinsky
Fund Raising/Events: ....................................................OPEN
Webmaster - towergroveheights.com:..........Robert Ashton

- BLOCK REPRESENTATIVES -
3600/3700 Arsenal: ...............................................Recruiting!
3800 Arsenal:.........................................................Recruiting!
3600/3700 Hartford:..............Carrie Samsel/Stacy Leimbach
3800 Hartford: ..........................................................Rich Iezzi
3600/3700 Juniata: ............................................Lynne Casey
3800 Juniata: .............................Tom Reitenbach & Kim Cole
3600/3700 Connecticut: .......................................Recruiting!
3800 Connecticut: .................................................Recruiting!
3600/3700 Wyoming: ............................................Gen Obata
3800 Wyoming: ...............................................Teresa Mithen
3600/3700 Humphrey: ..........................................Recruiting!
3800 Humphrey: .............................................Erin L. O’Reilly
3600/3700 Utah Place: ....................Rich and Claudia Seifert
3800 Utah Place: ........................Pat Edwards/ Jim McClaren
3800 McDonald: ..................................Kathryn Heitzenroeder

SUPPORTING 
- GAZETTE DISTRIBUTION -

3600/3700 Arsenal: ................................................Tim Klaas
3800 Arsenal:....................................................Mike Woolfolk
3600/3700 Connecticut:............................Rebecca Andrews
3800 Connecticut: ....................................................Liz Clyne
3600/3700 Humphrey:...........................................Nels Moss

Neighborhood Association
CONTACT LIST

Thanks for all that you do!
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Please indicate your membership level choice:

___ Individual (1 vote) $10/year

___ Household (2 votes) $15/year

___ Associate (non-voting) $10/year

___ Lifetime (1 vote) $100 single payment

___ Business (1 vote) $25 /year
(entitles member to a 10% discount 
on TGHNA Gazette Ads for one year)

___Yes ___No,  Include my name, address and contact information in the TGHNA Buzz Book

___Yes ___No,  Please add my email address to the Neighborhood Forum Email notification list
Return this form and tax deductible gift to your block representative or send to: 

Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Association •  P.O. Box 160069  •  St. Louis, MO 63116
(TGHNA is a tax exempt 501c3 organization)

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME(S) ______________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

PHONE _______________________________________________

EMAIL ________________________________________________

•  To find out what is happening in the neighborhood    •    To make the Heights a cleaner and safer place
•  To have a liaison with City Hall and other agencies    •    To better protect our property values
•  To make the neighborhood a more interesting and fun place to live

The Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Association can only be YOUR association if you join. 
With your participation, TGHNA will be a reflection of what YOU want the Heights to become. 
So please don’t delay in joining or rejoining.

NEEDS YOU!

DCN DEVELOPMENT, LLC
Home Repairs the Easy Way

• Call us for those honey do’s that don’t get done
• Handyman services at competitive rates
• Over 20 yrs experience remodeling in South City

Whether you need a complete remodeling job
or just to get a grip with some grab bars… 
small things can have a big impact on how you
enjoy your home.

Call today for your free consultation!
OFFICE: 314-773-2399

3165 Portis Avenue  •  St. Louis, MO 63116

A FULL SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED

HARDWARE STORE
SERVING SOUTH ST. LOUIS

FOR OVER 60 YEARS
HOURS:

Monday thru Friday 8 to 5:30 
Saturday 8 to 5

10% OFF
WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIRS

Present This Coupon With Windows or Screens To
Be Expertly Repaired For A 10% Discount On Labor & Materials

Coupon expires 5/31/10 (TGHNA)
Not applicable to work in progress - Oak Hill Hardware

OAK HILL TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE & PAINT CO.

4100 CONNECTICUT ST. AT OAK HILL
314-776-0741
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